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PREFACE

This volume is the second in the series “Guide to the Sources of
Asian History” pertaining to India. The first volume in the series has
covered records of 11 Ministries of the Government of India and the
present one is confined to 8 other Ministries that had existed in 1960.

Besides, rare and precious collections in the Departmental Library,
and private records in the custody of the National Archives of India
have been included in this volume. This material has been dealt with
in 10 chapters. Each Ministry with its organisational growth has been
dealt with separately and arranged alphabetically, which, of course,
does not in any way indicate the importance of one Ministry over the
other. Further, write-ups on private papers in the custody of the
National Archives of India and collection of rare materials in the
Departmental Library have been treated individually and separately.

Each chapter gives the genesis of the present set-up, its organisa-
tional history, and functional changes from time to time. A list of
some important documents of Indian and international importance with
their references has also been appended. It is felt that this would
permit the users to know the nature of the documents that might be
available in each Ministry as also to assess their importance. Bulk
of records of each record series in a Ministry has as well been given
to give the reader an idca about the quantum of each of the series of
records.

I hope scholars and users of records may deem it a useful tool for
their scholarly pursuits; and it may further promote historical research
as the first Volume has done.

R. K. PERTI

Director General of Archives,
Government of India

National Archives of India,
New Delhi,
7 January 1992
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INTRODUCTION

Origin of the Project

‘Guide to the Sources of Asian History’ is a part of UNESCO’s
comprehensive project ‘Guide to the Sources of the History of Nations’
initiated in 1959 in collaboration with the International Council on
Archives. The Asian part of the project was, however, inaugurated
at a Planning Meeting held at Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) during 26
July 1979, where modalities of compiling National Guides were dis-
cussed. After having participated in the Kuala Lumpur meeting,
India virtually launched the project in June 1984 with the constitu-
tion of an Advisory Committee, which deliberated and set the guide-
lines for preparing the Indian chapter of the ‘Guide to the Sources of
Asian History’. Of the twelve Asian countries participating in the
project, India has been allocated country number ‘3’ for its Guides.

Plan of the Volumes

National Archives of India has programmed to bring out six
volumes of Guides under the project, which may hopefully serve as
useful reference media for holdings of archival repositories and other
custodial institutions in India. The volumes have been planned as
follows :—

Volume 3.1—3.2 . Guide to Records in the National Archives of India.
Volums 3.3—3.5 . Guide to Records in the State/Union Territory

Archives India.

Volume 3.6 . . Directory of Custodial institutions in India having
records and manuscripts.

The first two volumes, as they are planned, relate to record hold-
ings of the National Archives of India covering 30 linear kilometres
of shelf space, spanning a chronological range of 330 years from 1630
to 1960. Briefly speaking, the unique record holdings as such relate
to commercial ventures of the East India Company, its administration
after it took over government of the country, India under the direct
British rule, and the early years of independent India.

Method of Implementation

The cut-off date for the volumes has been set at 1960, and at this
date the major executive functions of the Government at the Centre
were being carried out by nineteen ministries. The first two volumes
of the Guide describe and provide information on these nineteen
ministries, besides containing information about the ‘Private Records’
as well as rare and precious collection of books, periodicals and
various monographs available with the National Archives of India.

(v)
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The present volume of the Guide provides detailed description of
the following five series of records : Defence, External Affairs, Health,
Law, and Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs. The procedure
adopted for description of these series in this Guide is to provide :

(a) organisational growth of the Ministry and its predecessor
agencies;

(b) chart showing growth of the Ministry;

(c) statement showing bulk of records of the series, with
break-up in accordance with its organisational compo-
nents (Division, Branch, Section, €tc.), physical form
(bundles of files, volumes, etc.), alongwith chronological
limits in each case, and indication of available finding
aids;

(d) some significant documents available in the series.

The volume, moreover, carries notes on three Ministries viz.
Transport and Communications; Steel, Mines and Fuel; and Commu-
nity Development and Co-operation as also on private papers and
Departmental Library. These notes have been prepared on the basis
of information elicited from a variety of sources, like records of other
departments held in the custody of National Archives of India,
reports, and other published sources, including publications of the
Ministries concerned.

The Guide is designed to aid research scholars, officials and other
users of archives in identifying easily and quickly the series/groups
of records of their interest. The brief organisational history that pre-
cedes the inventories is calculated to help the users in narrowing their
area of search so that the process of retrieval does not involve unneces-
sary loss of time. In fact, the Guide has been made, as far as
possible, clear, simple and unambiguous to enable the users to trace
out documents and data of their interest.

National Archives of India

National Archives of India, formerly known as Imperial Record
Department, was established in Calcutta in March 1891. In 1911,
capital of India was transferred from Calcutta to Delhi and this neces-
sitated the transfer of official records to the new capital. On comple-
tion of the construction of the present main building in 1926, shifting
of records started, and the entire bulk of records was transferred to
Delhi by March 1937. However, after India achieved independence,
the name of Imperial Record Department was changed to National
Archives of India on 30 August 1947. Though earlier in 1944 the
designation of the Keeper of Records was changed to the Director of
Archives, on 1 June 1990, the designation was further changed to
Director General of Archives, Government of India.

The National Archives of India is an Attached Office of thé
Department of Culture in the Ministry of Human Resource Develop-
ment. It is the official custodian of all non-current records of the
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Government of India and its predecessor bodies as also the former
British Residencies in the erstwhile Indian States. It has as well a
rich collection of private papers of eminent Indian leaders and British
administrators, who have played a leading role in shaping the history
of India. It also has a very sizeable collection of microfilms of re-

cords of Indian interest, which has been acquired from various countries
in Asia, Europe and America.

All records, which are 30 years old, are open for consultation,
though there are a few cxceptions and restrictions to this general rule.*
Special permission may be obtained from the concernsd Ministries for
consulting those set of records which have not been transferred to
National Archives of India as also the records otherwise closed, but
available in the National Archives of India. Foreigners desirous of
examining records in the custody of the National Archives of India
are required to produce a letter of accredition from the institution
sponsoring their studies as also from their respective Diplomatic Mission
in India.

Rescarch Room of the National Archives of India remains open
on all days o1 the year excepting Sundays and three national holidays
i.e. 26 January, 15 August and 2 October. While on working days,
the Research Room is open from 9.00 hours to 20.00 hours, on holi-
days it remains open from 9.00 hours to 17.30 hours. For the benefit
of scholars. reprographic and transcription services are available on
payment within the National Archives of India. Information service
is also undertaken by the National Archives of India on bchalf of pri-
vate individuals/institutions on pre-payment of prescribed search fee.
Applications seeking information for permission to consult records are
required to be addressed to the Director General of Archives, National
Archives of India, Janpath, New Delhi-110001.

System of Record Keeping

While consulting Public Records in the National Archives of India,
users would come across certain technical terms, such as Consultations,
Body Sheets, Proceedings, etc. These terms had, in fact, been used
for records created by the Central Government in the course of its
administrative activities. And, to facilitate their proper understanding,
it is feit necessary to provide a short survey of the various documenta-
tion practices followed from time to time while creating records.

Initially business of the East India Company was disposed of in a
Council of the senior Factors, which was presided over by the Chief
Factor or the Governor. The Council usually met once a week.
Matter and issues discussed there, and orders passed on them were
subsequently recorded in a book by the Secretary to the Council,
which was originally called Diary and Consultation Book. Subse-
quently, it came to be known as Consultation Book only. Two more

* For details see ‘National -Archives of India Historical Research Rules’
in Appendix-A.

2—966 Dte. of Archives/91
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volumes were maintained besides the Consultation Book : one con-
tained copies of letters received and the other had copies of letters
tssued by the Factory, which was under the control of the Court of
Directors of the East India Company in London. Letters to and from
the Court of Directors containing summaries of transaction in India,
and criticism of the Directors on the doings of the IFactories, instruc-
tions for future guidance, etc. were, however, bound in separate
volumes.

Though with the increase in business the system of record keeping
underwent slight change, the Secretary to the Council continued to
receive and place before it all documents for consideration. Registers,
however, which were maintained for letters received and issued by the
Factory were abolished. The Secretary used to prepare minutes of
the proceedings in the Council. The minutes called Body Sheets in-
cluded orders passed, resolutions made and papers considered. Items
in the Body Sheets were entered in the order in which the papers had
been considered in the Council and numbered serially in that sequence.
Subsequently, a full account of the proceedings of the meeting, viz. all
documents considered and orders passed on them were copicd out in
full in a volume, originally termed as Consultation Book, but later as
Proceeding Volume. The original documents, from which copies were
made, were called Original Consultations, and were kept in separate
bundles. Routine communications were not placed before the Council,
and were disposed of over the signature of the Secretary. Copies of
such papers were kept in a separate volume known as Order Book.

With the growing power of the East India Company, and expansion
of its functions, matters other than trade and commerce also received
its attention. Consequently, business of the Company was divided
under various sub-heads like Secret, Public, Revenue, Pdlitical, Mili-
tary, etc. But general documentation practice remained the same,
though creation of every new department involved starting of a new
series of records. Separate indexes were also prepared for each
serics to render contents of records easily accessible.

In 1860, Weekly Consultations were discontinued, and a new
system of recording proceedings every month in the Council was intro-
duced. It was stipulated that Monthly Proceedings were to be closed
by the end of the month in which they were opened. Further, the
Proceedings were categorised as ‘A’, ‘B’ ‘C’, or ‘Deposit’ depending on
their importance. ‘A’ Proceedings dealt with policy questions. They
were invariably printed and copies of correspondence entered in these
Proceedings were sent to the Secretary of State for India for infor-
mation. ‘B’ Proceedings dealt with important cases other than policy
questions. These were not printed, though a table of contents of
these papers was printed and kept in the volume of monthly proceed-
ings. ‘C’ Proceedings dealt with routine papers of very little impor-
tance. ‘Deposit’ Proceedings, however, mainly comprised ordinary
petitions or only the covering or forwarding letters received from
other Presidencies. Another set of ‘Secret’ Proceedings was intro-
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duced at a later stage by Lord Mayo. Like ‘A’ Proceedings these too
were printed and sent to the Secretary of State as enclosures to
Despatches to him.

At a much later date in the second decade of the 20th Century,
following the recommendations of the Secretariat Procedure Com-
mittec (1920) headed by Mr. Hubert Llewellyn Smith, the monthly
closing of proceedings was discontinued, and filing system was intro-
duced. This new system was introduced first in the Commerce Depart-
ment on experimental basis and then adopted in the Home Department
in June 1921. By 1923, however, topical or subject filing system was
introduced in almost all Departments. This system required that files
in every Branch/Section of a Department should be opened in accor-
dance with a list of pre-determined subject heading but bearing
consecutive serial number. This system has continued since then with
very little variation and it is being followed today.






MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION

The Ministry of Community Development was established on 20
Septcmber 1956 with the objective to improve the socio-economic
condition of the rural people by taking up development programmes in
the field of agriculture, education including social education, rural
sanitation, health, cottage industries, co-operation etc. As a matter of
fact, Community Development Programmes had received serious
thought as part of the First Five Year Plan strategy.

When the First Five Year Plan began on 1 April 1951, the Plan-
ning Commission advocated upliftment of rural areas, and accordingly
laid stress on the development of village panchayats and village co-
operatives. As a result, an agency called ‘Rural Extension Agency’

was estaolished in early 1952 to plan and promote village develop-
ment.

An important development took place in 1952, when on 31 March
1952, the Community Projects Administration wias established to
implement the Community Development Programme. It was under-
taken in pursuance of Indo-American Technical Co-operation Pro-
gramme.? Practical implementation of Community Development
Scheme, as envisaged under the Indo-American Technical Co-opera-
tion Programme, was started on 2 October 1952 with the inauguration
of 55 Community Projects, each covering about 300 villages. These
proposed projects were to include irrigation, fertilizer application,
agricultural extension, health measures and education. The experience
gained in these projects and the popular enthusiasm aroused by thecm
emphasized the need for a rapid extension of the programme to other
parts of the country. But as the country had limited resources at its
disposal, the Government decided to launch a programme called
National Extension Service alongwith the Community Development
Programme, so that the latter could act as an agency for the transfor-
mation of socio-economic life in India.”

1. Technical Co-operation Programme between Government of India and
Government of U.S.A. was initiated under the Technical Co-operation Pro-
gramme Apgreement between the two Governments signed on 5 January
1952. This programme was to be the first step in a programme of intensive
development, which was expected to cover the entire country over a period
of years.

2. The National Extension Service envisaged that Village Level Worker
would be serviced and supervised by departmental heads at the Block level,
who in turn would be co-ordinated by the Block Development Officer as
the direct representative of the Collector at the district level. The Natio-
nal Extension Service concept thus provided an intermediate stage to the
Community Development Programme through the establishment of a larger
number of National Extension Service Blocks which would have the basic
operational staff common both to Community Development and National
Extension Service concepts.



For eifective implementation of the Community Development Pro-
grammes, there was need for trained personnel, and so, some training
centres were established during the period 1953-1955 to impart train-
ing to persons involved in rural development programunes. In April
1953, Social Education Organisers’ Training Centre Centre was estab-
lished at Nilokheri for imparting training to Social Education Organi-
sers employed in community projects/national extension work. The
Centre provided both theoretical and practical training to the trainees
in the fields of social science, rural economics, civics, co-operatives,
village extension service, adult education and other allied subjects.
The Centre had a full-time Director, assisted by a Deputy Director and
several instructors. Yet another Social Education Organisers’ Training
Centre was established at Ranchi in October 1955 for supplementary
specialised training to Social Education Organisers working in tribal
areas. Meanwhile, Development Officers’ Training Centres had been
established in April 1954 at Nlokheri, Ranchi and Hyderabad to train
offcers in charge of the Community Projects Blocks (called Block
Development Officers) who generally came from the subordinate offices
of the state governments and were of the rank of Tahsildars or Circle
Officers. Each Centre remained under the charge of a Prinicpal, who
was assisted by other staff.’

A few years after its implementation, the Community Development
Programme started expanding, and considering the growing magnitude
and importance of the work, a separate Ministry for Community Deve-
lopment was established on 20 September 1956. The main objective
of this Ministry was to secure complete development of material and
human resources in the rural areas through mutual help and co-opera-
tive efforts of the people themselves for rebuilding the village com-
munity with the backing of Government. Infact, implementation of
the programme was left to State Governments, though the Ministry at
the Centre was to co-ordinate activities with the different Central
Ministries through frequent exchange of views.

Further expansion in the activities relating to Community Deve-
lopment Programme took place during the Second Five Year
Plan period. These included increased attention to : (i) development
of cottage and small scale industries, and means of providing full and
increasing employment, (ii) development of co-operatives, (iii) pro-
motion of panchayats as the basic institution for local self-government,
(iv) improvement of village communications, and (v) provision of
improved techniques and designs for rural housing. Consequently,
programmes under Community Development assumed further impor-
tance and it became the responsibility of the Ministry of Com-
munity Development to supervise all such programmes namely, plan-
ning, directing and co-ordinating community development activities
threughout India. Basic policy matters were referred to the Central
Committee, which was headed by the Prime Minister and consisted

3. After the formation of the Ministry of Community Development in 1956,
both the Social Education Organisers’ Training Centre and the Development
I(\){ﬂicers Training Centres came under the direct supervision of the saill

inistry.



of Members of Planning Commission, and Ministers for Food aad
Agriculture, and Community Development. Implementation of the
programme was the responsibility of State Governments, and each
State had a single authority for the implementation of both Extension
Scheme and Community Development Projects. At the Centre,
Parliament provided guidance and direction, while in the States
the said function was performed by the State Legislatures.

In 1957, Balwant Rai Mehta Committee was constituted to under-
take country-wide survey of the Community Development Program-
mes, strictly in accordance with the mandate givan by the Cabinet.
Pending the report and recommendations of this Committez, Ministry
worked out large scale training programmes of village leaders in diffe-
rent fields of activity-agriculture, co-operation, village industries and
others with the technical and administrative resources of the Block
Organisations and financial resources. There was also need for train-
ing of non-official functionaries in Panchayati Raj institutions from the
village upwards. Therefore, a Central Institute of training in Panchayati
Raj wac established by the Ministry to be operated under the direction
of the All India Panchayat Parishad.? In early 1958 the Balwant Rai
Mehta Committee submitted its report and made certain reccommenda-
tions including a plan to bring the panchayats and co-operatives under
the Community Development Ministry. As a result works relating to
village panchayats, which were till then under the administrative con-
trol of Ministry of Health, were transferred to Ministry of Community
Development. Similarly, works relating to Co-operation and Co-
operative Movement, including National Co-operative Development
and Warehousing Board, were transferred from Ministry of Food and
Agriculture to Ministry of Community Development on 30 December
1958.3 Consequently, Ministry of Community Development was re-
named as Ministry of Community Development and Co-operation with
effect from 30 December 1958.

Ministry of Community Development and Co-operation had two
Departments under it, viz. Department fo Community Development,
and Department of Co-operation. Matters relating to Rural Com-
munity Development Programme, Panchayati Raj, training and orienta-

4. At the State level also a large number of Panchaydti Raj training centres
were started for training the Panchs (members of Panchayat). These were
were started for training the Panchs (members of Panchayat Executive)
and the Sarpanchs (President of Panchayat). These were to be run lar-
gelv by the nen-official institutions engaged in development activities in
the village.

5. In February 1955 a Division headed by a Co-operation Adviser had been
set up in the Ministry of Food and Agriculture to co-ordinate all develop-
mental activities in the field of Co-operation and Rural Finance. When
an extensive programme of Co-operative Development was drawn and
included in the Second Five Year Plan. a Co-operation Commissioner was
appointed in December 1957 to re-inforce this Division. The National
Co-operative Development and Warehousing Board, on the other hand.
was set up in November 1956. The responsibility of organising the Co-
operative Development Programme was with the Department of Agriculture
and the National Co-operative Development and Warehousing Board.



tion of personnel, both officials and non-officials connected with the
Cominunity Development Programme and Panchayati Raj Movement,
and study and research on Community Development Programme and
Panchayati Raj, were dealt with in the Department of Community Deve-
lopment.  Similarly, work relating to agriculture indebtedness and
credit, co-operation in agricultural sector, co-operative cold storages,
and issues relating to National Co-operative Development and Ware-
housing Board, All India Co-operative Union and Indian Co-opera-
tive Union were administered by the Department of Co-operation.



MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

The origins of Indian Army can be traced back to the early days
of the East India Company, and its evolution was closely linked to
the activities of the Company in India. In the beginning, the Company
enrolled Indian guards for the protection of its several factories. By
the late seventeenth century the English East India Company had estab-
lished three fortified settlements one each at Fort St. George, Fort
William and Island of Bombay, which subsequently developed into the
Presidencies of Madras, Calcutta and Bombay respectively. These
Presidencies functioned independently of each other, and each with
its own military forces remained under their respective Governors, who
also acted as Commander-in-Chief of the Presidency army.

The Council at Fort William, which cventually assumed the prime
role of Supreme Government of Company’s Indian settlements, carried
on all functions of military administration in Bengal till 1756. But
on 22 August 1756, after the capture of Calcutta by Nawab Siraj-ud-
Daulah, members of the Council formed from amongst themselves a
Secret Committee to conduct all military transactions in strict secrecy.
The Secrct Committee was, however, replaced in 1757 by a Select
Committee, which performed practically all functions of the defunct
Secret Committee. The Select Committee too was dissolved in 1762,
and all its functions were merged with those of the Council at Fort
William.! On the creation of Public Department and Secret Depart-
ment on 3 November 1763, major portion of work in respect of military
affairs, including formulation and execution of military plans, etc. were
entrusted to the latter, while Public Department was made responsible
for other duties relating to army such as discipline and executive control,
and maintenance of internal order.®

In view of the ever growing role of military operations of the East
India Company during the second half of the 18th Century, a number
of new offices were created to deal independently with matters pertain-
ing tc various aspects of military administration. In September 1760,
Office of the Commissary General was constituted to function as auditor
of military accounts. This office was replaced by that of the Military
Pay Master in 1766, but was revived again in 1773. Henceforth,
Office of the Commissary General was required to control supply
of military stores, to supervise the work of all Pay Masters and
contractors (including auditing), and to certify all bills for military
charges. It was also required to suggest measures for reduction in
military expenditure. In March 1771, a “Controlling Military Com-

1. Proceedings of these Committees form part of records of the Ministry ot
External Affairs.

2. Public and Secret Departments were under the charge of one Secretary.
3—966 Dte. of Archives/91 5
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mittee” was formed at Calcutta to inspect, control, and regulatc all
affairs concerning military activities of the Company. This Committee
was, however, shortlived and was abolished in 1774 after the creation
of two offices, viz. Office of the Quarter Master General in Bengal
in December 1773, and Office of the Adjutant General to the
Bengal Army in February 17743 Office of the Quarter Master
General was made responsible for ensuring all kinds of supplies, trans-
portation of men and stores, housing of troops, and supervision of
roads intended for movement of troops. Office of the Adjutant Gene-
ral, on the other hand, was required to act as a principal channel of
communication for the military orders that were exchanged between
the government and the army; to receive and examine monthly re-
turns fo every corps comprising the army; to keep up a list of officers
and surgeons of the Army and to transmit the same to the Court of
Directors; to circulate all orders issued by the Commander-in-Chief
and to carry on all correspondence on military details; to prepare
warrant for the assembling of a Court Martial and all matters affecting
military law; and to formulate general policy regarding leave, repatria-
tion, promotion, discipline, general welfare, morale, and entertainment
of troops. In 1775, Board of Ordnance was established with the
object of regulating military cxpenses. Other duties entrusted to this
Board were the issue of miltary stores, provision of stores by contract,
examination of military contracts for supply of materials, inspection of

Engineer’s report of works, and weekly accounts relating to various
transactions.

On 30 October 1776, Warren Hastings, the Governor-General at
Fort William, laid before the Council a plan by which management
and direction of all military affairs of the East India Company were to
be placed under a new military office with the Town Major of Cal-
cutta as its Secretary.  This office was required to record all general
orders issued by Governor-General-in-Council as also those concerning
army passed in other Departments. This suggestion was implemented
through a Military Board comprising Governor-General and other mem-
bers of the Council, which met for the first time on 22 January 1777.
Curiously enough, this Military Board was considered as a part of the
Public Department, and it continued as such till 1786, when it was
merged in the newly created Secret and Military Department.

Certain important changes, both in the civil and military adminis-
tration of the Company, were effected as per orders of the Court of
Directors, as contained in despatch dated 21 September 1785 (received
in May 1786). It was ordained that henceforth the government of
the East India Company should be run by the Governor-General-in-
Council with the assistance of four Boards viz. Board of Council, Mili-
tary Board, Board of Revenue, and Board of Trade. The Military
Board was to function as the sole advisory and inspecting body to

3. After working for about two years, Office of the Adjutant General to the
Bengal Army, remained practically non-functional from March 1776 till
April 1779, when it was revived. It was again kept under suspension
from July 1783 till May 1786, when it was re-established, '
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the government on all military affairs. It replaced the carlier Board
of Ordnance and was required to examine the state of musters of
troops; to keep itself regularly informed of the quantity and quality
of provisions, ammunition and stores of every kind in forts, granaries
and garrisons; and to attend to artillery, arms, and implements of
engineering. All kinds of military expenditure were also to come
under its supervision and control.

In 1786 itself, Secret Department was reorganised and it was
divided into four distinct Departments, viz. Secret and Political Depart-
ment, Secret and Military Department,* Secret and Foreign Depart-
ment, and Secret Department of Reforms. Secret and Military Depart-
ment was to deal with personal applications from persons in military
service, and military affairs except political matters and those relating
to accounts, and correspondence with the Presidents and Councils at
other Presidencies on military matters. In addition to Secret and Mili-
tary Department, a separate Military Department of Inspection was
constituted on 2 August 1786. This Department dealt with memorials
laid before the Board respecting military ranks, appeals on military

accounts, military contracts and agencies, and correspondence with
Military Board.®

Since 1786, some new offices were created from time to time, and
certain transfer of subjects were as well effected. On 23 May 1786, a
Hospital Board was constituted under the Public Department for the
direction and superintendence of Company’s military hospitals.® On
2 January 1806, Military Department instituted Bengal Military
Widows’ Fund at Calcutta for the support and maintenance of widows
of officers and subordinate staff of the Company’s troops scrving under
thc Bengal Presidency. On 6 April 1795, a Marine Board was created
to control marine affairs of the ‘Supreme Government’, though transac-
tion of the Governor-General-in-Council on marine business conti-
nued to be recorded in the Public Department. In August 1843,
Marine Board was abolished and in its place the post of Superintendent
of Marine was created. Later in July 1861, the post of Supcrinten-
dent of Marine was abolished in its place a new post of Controller of
Marinc Affairs was created, who was also to act an ex-officio Secretary
to the Government of India in Marine Department.

Till 1813, all ecclesiastical matters were dealt within Public as
well as Military Departments, since the clergy also acted as Military
Chaplains. But with the appointment of Bishop of Calcutta in May

4. From 15 May 1989, the title ‘Secret’ was dropped, and henceforth it was
known only as Military Department.

5. No proceeding of the Military Department of Inspection have survived
so as to enable us to form an idea about its functions or its relations with
other departments. It was abolished in 1793 and all its functions were
distributed among the Secretary to the Government in Military Depart-
ment, the Adjutant General and the Town Major of Calcutta.

6. Forldetails about Hospital Board please see the Chapter on ‘Ministry of
Health’.
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1814 under the provisions of the Charter Act of 1813, Military Depart-
ment was relieved from all matters relating to clerical cstablishment
of the Bengal Presidency. Henceforth, these were catrusted to the
newly created Ecclesiastical Branch of the Public Department.  In
May 1816, yet another change occured when Clothing Board was
constituted in the Military Department to conduct all business
connected with clothing of the army. The Board was abolished
on 1 June 1854 and its duties were entrusted to an officer designated
Superintendent of Army Clothing.

On 20 December 1830, the Military Board was thoroughly reorga-
nised, and henceforth it started exercising control over five major
departments, viz. Ordance Department, Department of Public Works
(including roads, bridges, and other civil and military buildings viz.
granaries, barracks, cantonments, etc.), Canal and Embankment
Department, Commissariat Department, and Stud Department. On 17
November 1843, Office of the Commissary General was merged with
the Military Board; but the post of Commissary General was retained
within the Military Board.

In consequence of the passing of the Charter Act of 1833, the
Governor-General of Bengal came to be known as Governor-General
of India though he still continued to function as the Governor-General
of Bengal. As a result of changes introduced by the Charter Act,
organisational set up also underwent a change. Military Department
was transferred from Bengal Government to Government of India in
Novemaber 1834.  This change led to gradual curtailment of functions
of the Military Board. In 1850, its functions relating to civil works
were transferred to the Public Branch of the Home Department. On
4 February 1853, Commissary General ceased to be associated with
the Military Board. He was now entrusted with the independent
responsibility of the Commissariat Department. On 1 June 1854,
work relating to Stud Department was transferred to the direct charge
of an Officer designated as “Superintendent of Stud” in the Military
Department. On 7 February 1855, all residual functions were assigned
to the newly constituted Public Works Department. On 30 April
1855, the work of superintendence of Ordnance Department was
catrusted to Inspector General of Ordnance and Magazines. It was
also then settled to abolish the Military Board with effect from 30
April 1855, as it had already shed all its major responsibilities.

One of the most important tasks that confronted the Government
of India in the post-1858 period was to eliminate all unnecessary ex-
penses and effect strict economy in administration, civil as well as
military. With this object in view an Accountant General to the
Military Department was appointed on 1 April 1864 to supervise mili-
tary expenditure to the Financial Department after proper scrutiny.
He was also to assist the Government with his expert opinion upon
every question relating to military expenditure.

By this time marine business had already assumed military charac-
ter. Consequently, all marine matters were transferred to Military



D_epqrtment with effect from 1 June 1867, where they were dealt
within a separate Marine Branch. In July 1877, all marinc establish-
ments were combined to form one Imperial Service, which was known
as ‘Her Majesty’s Indian Marine’” and it was placed under the direct
control of the Military Department.

On 6 June 1871, a new Department of Revenue, Agriculture and
Commerce was created and it resulted in the transfer of all matters
connected with the improvement of the breed of cattle, and cattle
diseases from Military Department to this new Department. Later in
1874 some works of the Marine Branch relating to Commerce, viz.
lights, buoys and beacons, ports, pilots and pilotage were transferred
from Military Department to the Department of Revenue, Agricul-
ture and Commerce. But a few years later, in 1878, all questions
connected with ports and port dues, lighting and pilot service, marine
surveys, and danger to navigation were re-transferred to ithe Marine
Branch of the Military Department. In course of time a few more
transfer of subjects took place. On 1 October 1889 all matters con-
nected with studs, improvement of breed of horses and veterinary,
which were previously dealt in the Military Department were trans-
ferred to the Revenue and Agricultural Department.* The work con-
nected with ‘Kheddah® which too was previously dealt within the
Military Department was transferred to the charge of Government of
Burma in August 1902. But in 1903, the work concerning horse
breeding was transferred back to the Military Department.

Meanwhile, on 7 July 1879, the Army Organisation Commission
had becn appointed to suggest means for reduction of military expen-
diture, and examine how far the then army organisation met the
requirements of the troops in active service. After a comprehensive
enquiry, the Commission recommended many important reforms.
Consequently, from 1 January 1882, work of executing military works
connected with Bengal Army were transferred from the Public Works
Department to the Military Department and a separate military ser-
vice comprising Royal Engineer Officers was constituted for this pur-
pose.l® Later in 1895 armies of the three Presidencics were unified
and placed under the direct control of the Commander-in-Chief, and
Government of India.

Certain important changes took place in the administration of the
army in early 1906 when Military Department was abolished in March
1906 and in its place two separate departments, viz. the Army Depart-
ment, and the Military Supply Department were created. The Com-
rmander-in-Chief was made the head of the Army Department,

7. On 9 September 1892, ‘i—ler Majesty’s Indian Marine’ was redesignated as
the ‘Royal Indian Marine’.

8. The Department of Revenue and Agriculture had been constituted in 1879.

9. The word ‘Kheda’ or ‘Kheddah’ signified the operation of catching wild
elephants.

10. In 1890, the same system was applied to Madras and Bombay armies as
well.
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while the Military Supply Department was placed under the charge
of the Military Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council. Hence-
forth, Army Department was to conduct all business connected with
army, except such functions which had been allotted to the Military
Supply Department. In addition it was required to look after the
work of Military Cantonments. Military Supply Department, on the
other hand, was given the charge of all army contracts, putchase and
custody of army stores and ordnance, management of military works,
clothing and manufacturing section, Indian Medical Service, Royal
Indian Marine, marine surveys and damages to navigation. In 1906
itself Office of the Accountant General to the Military Department
was abolished and the work relating to military financial
matters, which was formerly conducted in the Military Department,
was transferred to the Finance Department.

Soon it was found that division of functions between Army Depart-
ment and Military Supply Department was not very satisfactory.
Consequently, Military Supply Department was abolished on 1 April
1909, and all its functions were handed over to the Army Depart-
ment.

With the outbreak of the First World War, a War Branch
was created in 1914 in the Army Department, which continued to
function till the end of the war. This Branch was ordained to
deal all matters concerning mobilisation and organisation of army,
infantry, and cavalry. In February 1917, work relating to ‘Acetone
Branch’, which was being dealt in the Department of Commerce
and Industry, was transferred to the Army Department. Then on
1 March 1917, control over the ordnance factories was taken away
from Army Department and was entrusted to the newly created Indian
Muniiion Board.!! However, on 1 March 1920 when this Board was
reconstituted as ‘Board of Industries and Munitions’, work pertain-

ing to ordnance factories was transferred back to the Army Depart-
ment.

A significant development during the First World War, was the
addition of Royal Air Force to the defence services of the country.
But with the termination of the war, its squadrons were disbanded.
Nevertheless, Royal Air Force was reorganized in 1922, and certain
reforms {were carried out. Ten years later, with the enactment .iof
the Indian Air Force Act (Act XIV of 1932), Indian Air Force was
created as a separate branch of the Indian Army. Similar reorgani-
zation was carried out in the administrative structure of the naval
forces as well. With the passing of the Indian Navy Discipline Act
(Act XXXIV of 1934), ‘Royal Indian Marine’ was renamed as ‘The
Royal Indian Navy’ with effect from 8 September 1934. Conse-
quently, the name of the Marine Department was also changed to
Navy Department with effect from 4 Qctober 1934,

11. For details _about Indian Munition Board see Chapter ‘Ministry of Com-

merce and Industry’ in Guide to the Sources of Asian History, Volume 3.1
(National Archives of India, New Delhi, 1987). g
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The constitutional reforms introduced under the Government of
India Act, 1935, necessitated several changes in the Secretariat of
the Government of India. On 1 January 1936, name of the Army
Department underwent a change and it was designated as Defence
Department. This newly created Department was also saddled with
the responsibility of dealing with works assigned to the Navy Depart-
ment. Their separate entity was, however, maintained as these were
assigned to the newly created Navy Branch of the Defence
Department.

With the commencement of the Second World War on 3 September
1939, military works assumed much importance. Consequently, two
new departments. viz. “War Department” and “Defence Depart-
Department of Civil Defence were created on 22 February 1940, and
24 October 1941 respectively. The Department of Defence Co-ordi-
nation was assigned the task of co-ordinating the work of all depart-
ments concerned with war preparations, which included emergency
legislations, transport and arrangement of supply, etc. Department
of Civil Defence on the other hand, dealt with all matters relating to
civil defence of the country and control of the European man power.!2

An important organisational change took place in 1942, when
Defence Department and Department of Defence Coordination
were abolished with effect from 20 July 1942. Simultaneously, two
new departments. viz. “War Department” and “Defence Depart-
ment” were crecated. The War Department was placed under the
Commander-in-Chief, designated as ‘War Member’ of the Viceroy’s
Council. All matters concerning General Staff, Quarter Master
General, Engineer-in-Chief, Adjutant General, Master General of
Ordnance, Air Headquarters, Naval Headquarters, etc. came under
the administrative control of War Department. This Department
also dezlt with defence policy matters requiring decisions of Gov-
ernment of India and/or British Government. In addition, it
functioned as the sole official channel of communication between
Defence Service Headquarters, and various departments of Govern-
ment of India, and provincial governments.

Defence Department, on the other hand, was placed under an
Indian Member, designated as the ‘Defence Member’ of the
Viceroy’s Council. This Department looked after the functions of
the former Defence Co-ordination Department as also of a number
of subjects earlier dealt with by the Defence Department. The
subjects that came to be administered by the Defence Department
were : cantonment and military lands, demobilisation problems and
post-war reconstruction, co-ordination of provision, storage, etc.
of petroleum products required by the Defence Forces, control and
supply of printing stationery and forms for the Defence Services,
Medal Section, Indian Army List, and estates of deceased officers
and Warrant Officers, etc. Further, subjects that were transferred

12. On 7 September 1943, this Department was amalgamated with the Defence
Department,
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from General Headquarters to Defence Department included :
Imperial prisoner of war in enemy’s hands, amenities for and
welfare of troops, Indian Soldiers oBard, canteen organisations, the
Prince of Wales’ Indian Military College, King George Indian
Military Schools, and the Lawrence Military Schools.

The Defence Department was, however, abolished on
16 January 1946 after the termination of the Second World War,
and major portion of its work was absorbed in the War Department.
A few months later, on 15 October, 1946, the War Department was
christened again as Defence Department.

With the attainment of independence radical changes took
place in defence administration. On 15 August 1947, the Com-
mander-in-Chief ceased to be the head of all the three services,
and each service, viz. the Army, the Navy and the Air Force, was
placed under its own Commander-in-Chief. A few days later,
with effect from 29 August 1947, Defence Department was re-
christened as Ministry of Defence. Yet another change took place
after the promulgation of the Constitution of India in 1950.
Henceforth the supreme command of the Armed Forces of India
was vested in the President. In 1955, the title of the ‘“Commander-
in-Chief” was abolished and the three Services Chiefs were designat-
ed as Chief of the Army Staff, Chief of the Naval Staff, and Chief
of the Air Staff respectively.

Thereafter till 1960, no major change took place in the organi-
sational set up of the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry looked
after matters pertaining to defence of India and every part thereof,
including preparation for defence and all such acts as may be
required during war and its aftermath periods, Armed Forces of
the Union, viz. Army, Navy and Air Force (including Reserve
Forces of the three wings, Territorial Army, National Cadet Corps),
Ordnance Factories, Remount, Veterinary and Farm Organisations,
Canteen Stores Department, civilian services paid from Defence
Estimates, hydrographic, topographic and other surveys, formation,
administration and control of cantonment areas, acquisition, requi-
sitioning, custody, administration and relinquishment of land and
property for defence purposes, work relating to defence production

and defence supplies (including planning, coordination, research
and development).
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GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Council at Fort William
(1748)1

Secret Commiittee
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Defence Department
(1936) |
War Department Defence Department
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(194|2)

Defence Department

|
Ministry of Defcncc
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RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF

INDIA
A. Military Department - 1786-1906*
B. Army Department 1906-1935
C. Defencc Decpartment 1936-1947
D. War Department 1942-1946
E. Ministry of Defence : 1947-1960
F. Military Supply Department 1906-1909
G. Marine Department 1838-1934
H. Navy Department 1934-1935

I. Other Groups

Separate Annual Indices of all the above groups, except that
of Other Groups are available. Annual Indices of Select Com-

mittee and Secret Department may be consulted for records prior
to 1786.

Sl Description ' Inclusive Bulk
No. Years - A
Bundles Volumes

1 2 3 4
@) (i)

A. MILITARY DEPARTMENT
1786—1906

1. Pre-1859 Records

1. Body Sheets . . . . . 1786—1859 41 170
2. Body Sheets, Up-Country . . 1843 —_ 1
3. Consultations . . . . 1779—1859 1231 2022
4. Consultations, Ootacamund - . 1834—1855 11 3
5. Consultations, Up-Country . . 1837—1859 153 16
Despatches
1. From Court of Directors/ 1785—1859 41 134
Secretary of State for India
2. To Court of Directors/ 1790—1859 —_— 103

Secretary of State for India
I1. Post-1859 Records

1. Body Sheets . . . . 1860—1877 —_ 14
2. Body Sheet, Up-Country . 1867—1870 — 11
3. Proceedings . . . . 1860—1906 972 1464
4. Proceedings, Up-Country . . 1860—1871 9 —

* For records pertaining to Military subjects, for the period prior to 1786,
see Chapter on ‘Ministry of External Affairs’. Also see Chapter on
‘Ministry of Home Affairs’, Guide to the Sources of Asian History, Volume
3.1 (National Archives of India, New Delhi, 1987).
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1 2 3
G) (Ll_).
Despatches
1. From Secretary of State for India 1860—1906 s 228
2. From Secretary of State for India 1862—1888 —_— 26
(Financial)
3. From Secretary of State for India 1888—1906 —_ 7
(Stores)
4. From Secretary of State for India, 1869 —_ 1
Up-Country
5. To Secretary of State for India . 1860—1906 13 228
6. To Secretary of State for India, 1869 —_ 8
Up-Country
7. To Under Secretary of State for India  1873—1906 -— 17
Name of the Branch
1. Kheddah® 1866—1904 ) —_
2. Estates . . . . . 1860—1878 12 —
3. Supply and Transport 1879—1883 10 14
4, Works 1863—1906 154 70
Miscellaneous Records
1, Abstracts of:
(i) Ootacamund Proceedings 1855 —_ 1
(ii) Tabular Statements and 1882—1906 —_ 12
Accounts
(iii) Tabular Statements of 1879—1906 —_ 43
Proceedings (Military)
(iv) Tabular Statements of 1882—1906 —_ 22
Proceedings (Works)
2. Annual Military Statements and Re-
turns: Bengal 1760—1858 -— 57
3. Circulars and General Orders . . 1860—1881 - 5
4, Correspondence (Java) . . 1812—1817 —_— 4
5. Death Reports and Promotion Rolls . 1836—1865 —_— 17
6. Despatches from Court of Directors
to Bengal . 1835—1854 25 8
7. Diaries of':
(i) Letters Received (Estates) 1885—1875 - -— 16
(ii) Letters Received (Military) 1819—1850, —_— 8q
1864

* Records of ‘Kheddah Series’ are kept with the records of Department of

Revenue and Agriculture.



iii. Chin Lushai

1 2 3 4
0] (ii)
(iii) Letters Received 1837—1858 - 16
(Up-Country)
8. Diary Sheets 18371855 1 —_
9. Drafts of :
i. Bengal Letters to Secretary,
India House 1854—1865 -_ 1
ii. Bengal Letters to Mnhtary Sec-
retary, India House 1868—1869 -— 1
iii.  Despatches to Court of Dnrec-
tors/Secretary of State for
India 1818—1874 - 129
iv.  General Orders . 1822—1844 -_— 26
v. Letters to the Treasurer . 1855 —_ 1
vi.  Letters to the Sub-Treasurer 1858—1859 -_ 3
vii.  Office Memoranda 1853—1865 —_ 1
viii. Letters Ootacamund 1855 —_— 1
10. Estates Branch:
i Deposit Number Book . . 1851—1854 -— 2
ii.  Estates Correspondence . 1860 13 —_
ili. Number Book (Registers of
Letters issued) . . . 1851—1855 —_— 4
iv.  Proceedings . . . . 1860 11 —_—
V. Registers:
a. Casualty list of Officers and
Soldiers . . . 1852—1857 —_
b. General Distribution . 1840—1860 —_ 7
c. General Distribution of
Returns . . 1826—1856 —_—
d. Officers’ and Soldiers’ Wills 1824—1874 —_
e. Officers’ Estates . . 1841—1874 —_— 13
f. Officers’ Wills . . 1833—1836 — 1
g. Soldiers’ Estates . . 18521878 —_— 10
h. Soldiers’ Wills . . 1836—1856 — 13
i. Transfer Bills . . 1859—1860 —_ 1
11. Expedition Proceedings:
i. Burma . . . . 1875—1886 5 2
ii. China . . . . 1900—1903 4 4
1889—1891 1 1
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1 2 3
@ @i)
iv.  Chitral Relief Force(C.R_F.) 1895—1896 3 3
v. Daffla . . . . 18741876 2 2
vi. Egypt . . 18821883 6 18
vii. Hazara . . . 18881892 4 S
viii. Hunza Nagar . . 1892 1 3
ix. Isazai . . . 18921893 1 3
x. Kabul . . 1878—1881 32 L]
xi. Lushai . . 1871—1889 2 5
xii. Malakand . 1897—1898 3 4
xiii. Malta 1878—1879 2 3
xiv. Manipur . . . . 1891—1892 3 S
xv. Miranzai . . . . 1890—1892 2 3
xvi. Naga . . . . 18251881 2 S
xvii. North-West Frontier . 18771878 2 2
xviii. Quetta . . 188S 4 2
xix. Sikkim . . . 18881—890 4 3
Xx. Straits Settlement . . 18751876 2 2
xxi. Suakin . . 1885—1897 3 6
xxii. Tirah . 1897—1898 7 2
xxiii, Tochi . . 18971898 2 2
xxiv. Waziri . . . . 1881 1 1
xxv. Waziristan . . . 18951902 2 3
12, Furlough Books . . . 18021825 -_— 2
13. Furlough Papers . . . . 18321863 —_ 52
14, General Orders by Commander-in-
Chief* . . . . 1774—1903 — 360
15. General Orders by Commander-in-
Chief (Selections) . . . .
i.  His Majesty’s Forces . . 1858—1859 —_ 2
ii.  King’s Troops . . . 1817—1837 — 16
ili. Queen’s Troops . . . 18381863 —_— 21
16. Letter Book (Java) . . . 18121815 —_— 1
17. Medal »
i. Account Book of Kabul Medal  1843—1847 — 1
ii.  Accounts of Nepal Medals . 1817—1837 — 2
iii. Correspondence . . . . 1847 — 1
* These also include volumes pertaining to Adjutant General's Office, Fin-
ancial Department, Public Department, Public Works Department, Surgeon
General's Office, Standing Orders and Regulations.
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1 2 3 4
) (ii)
iv.  Correspondence:
a. China, Ghazni, Jalalabad, . 1848—1849 —_ 2
Kabul and Kandahar
b. Ghazni, Kabul and
Kandahar . . . 1844 — 1
¢. Ghazni, Kabul, Kandahar,
Mabharajpur and Punniar . 1846 —_— 1
d. Punjab . . . 18491852 — 2
v. Correspondence Book . . 1811—1818 —_ 1
vi. Medal Rolls:
a. Arracan . . . 1831—1843 — 3
b. Arracan, Ava and Assam . 1826—1834 —_— 5
c. Ava" . . . . 1831—1845 — 1
d. Carnatic and Mysore . 1794 —_— 2
e. Egypt and Ceylon . 1811 —_ 3
f. Egypt and Seringapatam . 1807—1822 — 3
g. French Island . . 18121814 — 1
(Reunion Island)
h. India (Nepal) . . 18241830 _ )
1854—1855
i‘ Java . . ) ° 1816—1820 S 3
j. Nepal . . . . 1816—1819 —_— 1
k. Seringapatam . . 1808—1822 — 1
vii. Medal Rolls Accounts . 1811—1844 — 2
viii. Medal Rolls Correspondence—
Assam and Arracan . . 18351841 —_ 1
ix, Medal Rolls Drafts ' . . 1841—1844 —_— 2
X.  Mutiny Medal:
a. Receipts . . . 1863—1869 —_ 4
b. Rolls . . . . 1867—1868 — 1
18. Minutes of Council/General Orders* . 1776—1859 —_ 113
19. Notes (Military) . . . . 1884—1906 10 —_—
20. Order Book . . . . 17921813 — 67
21. Ordnance Department, . . 1859—1865 —_ 2
Annual Reports
22, Passengers List . . . . 1797—1850 —_ 21
23. Prize Roll, Bharatpur . . . 1826 — 1

* Upto 1800 these were known as Minutes of Council.
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1 2 ' 3 4
® (ii)
24, Proceedings: Ava Prize . . . 1832—1838 — 1
25. Proceedings: Java . . . . 1813—1814 — 10
26. Proceedings of Medical Board on sick
and wounded officers . . . 1858—1859 — 4
27. Register of Papers Recorded . 1875 —_ 1
28. Rough Drafts . . . . 1813—1850 — 824
29. Rough Drafts:
i.  Estates . . . . . 1847—1859 —_ 46
ii.  General Orders . . . 1827. — 1
ili., Telegraphic Messages . . 1863—1870 — 10
iv. Up-Country . . . 1837—1870 —_ 124
30. Service Certificate Books . . 1810—1863 —_ 20
31. Standing General Orders . . . 1863—1892 —_ 39
32. Standing Orders and Regulations . 1830—1863 —_ 6
B. ARMY DEPARTMENT
1906—1936*
1. Proceedings . . . . . 1906—1935 278 184
2. Proceedings (Confidential) . 1914—1935 13 —
Despatches
1. From Secretary of State for India
(Army) . . . . . 1906—1929%# 15 53
2. From Secretary of State for India
(Stores) . . . . . 1908—1909 1 —_—
3. To Secretary of State for India . 1906—1926** 13 53
4. To Under Secretary of State for India 1906—1911 7 5
Name of the Branch
1. Library . . . . o 1925-—-1941%%* —_— 1
2. Supply . . . . . 1906—1909 27 84
3. War . . . . . 1914—1917 8 —_
4, Works . . . . . 1906—1909 — 4

* Following the recommendations of the Secretariat Procedure Committee
(1920) “File” system was introduced in different departments of Govern-
ment of India, and by 1923 almost all departments and Government esta-
blishments had adopted this new system. However, Army/Defence/War
Departments / Ministry of Defence, continued the old “Proceedings” system
and in addition to the Proceedings number, the records bear the case/file
number.

** For the year 1930—1936, call reference to Despatches are available urder
‘Heading files/copies of Despatches to the Secretary of State for India’.

*** This file continued under Defence Department till 1941.
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C.

F.

1 2 3
@ (i)
Miscellaneous Records
1. Abstracts of Tabular Statements of
Proceedings (Army) 1906—1922 — 46
2. Abstracts of Tabular Stztements of
Proceedings (Works) 1906—1909 - 3
3. Generzl Orders . . 1906—1920 —_— 24
4. Notes (Army) 1906—1935 8 —_
5. Notes (Army Confidential) 1914—1924 1 —
6. Proceedings of the Committee on the
Obligation Devolving on the Army
in India—its strength and
cost (Volume I to VI) 1912 —_ 3
DEFENCE DEPARTMENT
1936—1947
1. Proceedings . . . 1936—1947 38 —_
2, Proceedings (Confidential) 1936 2 —
Name of the Branch
1. Library 1942 — 1
2. Navy 1936—1944 3 —
Miscellaneous Records
Notes (Defence) . . 1936—1942 4 —
D. WAR DEPARTMENT
1942—1946
Proceedings . . . 1942—1946 10 —_
E. MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
1947—1960
Proceedings . . . . 1949—1960 7 —
MILITARY SUPPLY DEPARTMENT
1906—1909
Proceedings . . . . 1906—1909 24 —
Despatches
1. To Secretury of State for India 1906—1908 1 —_—
(Supply)
2. To Under Secretary of Stite for
India (Supply) 1906—1909 1 —
Miscellaneous Records
1. Abstracts of Tabular Statements of
Proceedings (Supply) . 1907 — 1
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1 3
@) (ii
2. General Orders . . 1907 - 1
3. Notes (Military Supply) . 1909 1 —_
Name of the Branch
Library . . 19481951 - 6
G. MARINE DEPARTMENT
1838—1934
I. Pre-1859 Records :
1. Body Sheets . . 1838—1859 4 14
2. Consultations . 1838—1859 43 31
3. Consultations—Governor General . 1842—1858 1 —_
Despatches
1. From Court of Directors/ 1839—1859 5 15
Secretary of State for India
2. To Court of Directors/ . 1838—1859 1 20
Secretary of State for India
3. From Secretary, India House . 18551858 1 —
4. To Secretary, India House . 1857—1858 —_ 1
5. To Under Secretary of State for India 1859 1 —
11I. Post-1859 Records:
1. Proceedings* . 1860—1923 111 74
2. Proceedings (Confidential) 19141934 20 —
3. Proceedings (War) . . . 1915—-1919 3 —_
Despatches
1. From Secretary of State for India . 1860—1867 1 3
2. To Secretary of State for India . 1860—1923 3 10
3. To Under Secretary of State for India 1860—1867 1 1
Miscellaneous Records
1. Draft of letters from Secretary,
Marine Board . . . 18391841 — 1
2. List of Packets . . . 18421844 — 1
3. Marine Table of Pay and Allowances 1844 — 2
4. Military Adjutant General and
Marine Board Diary . . 1830 —_ 1
5. Notes (Marine) . . . 19141934 3
6. Notes (Marine Confidential) . 1888—1920 2 —
7. Receipts and Expenditure of the Royal
Indian Marine . . 18921893 —_— 1

* Tl;is also conta;s- l;roceedings pertaining to Suakin (1885, 1896), Lushai

(1889), Chin-Lushai (1890), and Manipur (1891).
5—966 Dte. of Archives/91
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1 2 3
(i) (i)
8. Register of Letters to Court of
Directors/Secretary  of  State for
India . . . . . 1858—1861 —_ 1
9. Royal Indian Marine Budget Estimates 1907—1929 - 3
H. NAVY DEPARTMENT ’
1934-35
1. Proceedings . . . . 1934—1935 2 —
2. Proceedings (Confidential) . . 1934—1935 2 —
Miscellaneous Records
Notes (Navy) . . . . 19341935 1 —
I. OTHER GROUPS
1. Adjutant General’s Office
i. Circulars . . . . 1861—1865 —_— 5
ii.  Correspondence . . . 1837—1864 4 —_
2. Bengal Military Fund
i. Correspondence . . . 18241839 —_— 15
ii.  Proceedings . . . 1824—1826 —_— 2
3. Bengal Military Widow Fund
i Correspondence . . 1818—1824 —_— 15
ii.  Proceedings . . . . 1806—1824 — 15
4. Board of Ordnance
i. Letter Books . . . 1777—1786 —_— 6
ii.  Proceedings . 1775—1785 — 25
5. Clothing Board
i. Letter Books . . . 1817—1854 —_— 66
ii.  Proceedings . . . . 1816—1850 —_ 81
6. Office of the Quarter Master General
i. Bill Books . . . . 1836—1844 - 2
ii.  Correspondence (Receipts and
Issues including Charts, Maps
and Plans) . . . . 18211859 215 —
iii.  Letters Issued (Copies) 1809—1860 —_— 111
iv.  Letters Received (Copies) 1812—1858 — 110
v. Progress Reports and Letters
from Officers Commanding Re-
giments and Miscellaneous
Papers . . . . 1841—1859 68 —_
vi. Statements of Letters Received
and Orders passed thereon . 18351859 — 26
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() i)

7 Office of the Mnlltary Accountant
General®*

i. Communications received from
the Military Finance Depart-

mcnt . . . . 1860—1 93 2 — 14
ii.  General Letters . . . 1805—1942 -— 920
ilii. General Orders . . . 1806—189S — 84

8. Military Board
i Annual Statements

a. Civil Department . 18421854 —_— 2
b. Military Department . 1842—1854 — 2
ii.  Bill Books . . . .
a. Civil Department . 1848—1853 _— 4
b. Electric Telegraph Depart-
ment . . . . 1850—1852 _ 1
¢. Military Board . 18221855 — 524
d. Military Department . 1848—1853 — 4
e. Office Establishment . 1821—1848 — 3
ili. Annual Reports of Civil De-
partment and Military Depart-
ment . . . . . 1839_1854 — 5
iv. Letter Books . . 1786—1858 — 645
v. Pay Tables of the Companys
Troops . . 1843—1844 — 22
vi. Proceedings . . . . 1786—1855 —_ 1500
vii. Statements of Pension (Civil
Department) . . . . 1813 — 1
viii. Annual Statement Civil and
Military Departments . . 1842—1854 —_ 4
9. Local Governments Records
1. Government of Bengal
MARINE
i. Proceedings . . . . 1858, 35 1
1908— 1937
ii. Despatches from Court of Directors 1838—1858 —_ 13
iii. Despatches to Court of Direc-
tors/Secretary of State for India 18411865 —_ 12
iv. Register of Despatches from
Court of Directors . 18411852 — 1
II. Government of Bombay
A. MARINE
i Proceedings . . . 1802, 11 1
‘ o 1920—_-1929 ' : '

* These include records of some other offices Iike those of Mnlntary Auditor
General, Military Finance Department, Controller of Military Accounts, etc.
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@ (i)
ii.  Abstract of Proceedings . 18371858 —_ 19
iii. Despatches from Court of
Directors/Secretary of  State
for India . . . . 1843—1891 —_ 12
iv. Despatches to Court of Direc-
tors/Secretary of State for India  1843—1896 — 32
“v.  General Standing and Squadron
Orders . . . . 1858 —_ 1
vi. Annual Mzarine Statements . 1837—1855 —_ 7
B. MILITARY
i Abstract of Proceedings . 1835—1859 26 —_—
ii. Despatches from  Court of
Directors/Secretary of State for
India* . . . . . 17971891 29 80
iii. Despatches to Court of Direc-
tors/Secretary of State for India 1805—1892 —_ 111
iv.  General Orders . . . 1820—1877 —_ 84
v.  General Orders by Comman-
der-in-Chief . . . 1880—1894 —_ 9
vi. Annual Military Statements . 1807—1859 —_ 47
vii. Records of the Old * Bombay

Army :

1. Adjutant General’s 1819—1893 —_ 196
Correspondence and Mis- '
cellaneous papers

b. Quarter Master General’s
Correspondence . . 1839—1890 —_ 46

c. Correspondence  relating
to the Royal Artillery . 1864—1868 —_ 8

III. Government of Madras
A- MARINE
i.  Proceedings . . . . 1856—1859, 10 3
1903—1937
~ii.  Despatches to Court of Direc-
tors/Secretary of State for India 1854—1867 —_ 6
iii. Despatches to Court of Direc-
tors/Secretary of State for India  1854—1879 —_ 13
B. MILITARY
i Abstract of Proceedings . 1840—1855 6 —_
ii.  Annual Military Statements . 1796—1857 —

* The Volume for '17§:I-also contains letters of Go’Vex‘nihent of"Méd'ra's. B

- 52
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iii.  Despatches

a. From Court of Directors/
Secretary of State for India®

b. To Court of Directors/
Secretary of State for India

iv.  General Orders of the Governor
in Council, Commander-in-
Chief and Adjutant General,
Madras . . . .

v.  General Orders by Commander-
in-Chief . . . N

vi. Records of the Old Madras
Army . .

IV. Government of Punjab
MILITARY

Abstract of proceedings of the
Chief Commissioner/Lieutenant
Governor of Punjab in the
Military Department . .

10. Miscellaneous Volumes (Manuscript)*®

1A. Digest of Services of the 63rd
Palamcottah Light Infantry .
1B. Historical Records of the 8th
Regiment, Bombay Infantry
1C Printed copy of Historical Re-
cords of the 8th Regiment, Bom-
bay Infantry . . .
1D- Historical records of the 9th
E. Regiment, Bombay Native In-
fantry . . . . .
1F. Historical records of the 9th Re-
giment, Bombay Native Infantry,
Records Service Book .
1J. Digest of Services of 44th Mer-
wara Infantry . . .
1L. Historical records of the 18th
(Alipore) Infantry 4th Batallion,
8th Jat Regiment . . .
—. History of the 18th Alipore In-
fantry, Volume I . .

1787—1891

1796—189%4

1820—1872

1886—1894

1757—1759

1854—1859

1758—1922

1768—1893

1768—1893

1768—1887

1789—1875

1818—1916

1795—1923

1916—1922

* The first nine volumes covering the pe_n:)d .1787-1799 also contain
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158

58

13

patches from Court of Directors to Bombay.

** Jtem number of the Volumes corresponds to call number.
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M

IN

2A‘Do
2E.

2F.

2G.

4-6.

8-10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15-16.

Digest of Services of the 14th
Regiment, Madras Native In-
fantry . . . . .

Regimental History of the 74th
Punjabis . . . .

Military Sundry Books .
Copies of papers respecting

1775~1913

1776—1939
1756—1792
April 1806—

Commander-in-Chief’s Allowances August 1807

Proceedings of the Embarkation
Committee . . . .

Pay Master General’s Letters .

Proceedings of the Committee
appointed to investigate certain
claims preferred by Major
General J. Garstan in the Town
Hall Building, Calcutta. .

Up-Country Correspondence .

List of Bombay and Madras
Pensioners, who had been allowed
to reside and draw their pensions
in Bengal . . . .

Certificate of Indemnity Bonds,
and their acknowledgement

receipts . . .
Proceedings of a Court of In-
quiry assembled to investigate
the circumstances relating to a
mutiny of Native Corps at
Barrackpore . . . .

Rangoon and Ava Intelligence
reports by Major J.N. Jackson .

Survey reports, astronomical
observations and memoirs on
the Districts of Assam by Cap-
tains J. Dones and J.W. Neufville

Medical Topographical report
of the Military Stations occupied
by H.M’s Troops in the Presi-
dency of Bengal . .

Up-Country certificates, leave

.certificates granted to Military

" officers, and their returning re-

ports . . . .

1808—1819
1811

1813—1814
1817—1818

1820—1847

1831—1862

1824

1824—1827

1827—1829

1827—1860

1828—1829
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17. Proceedings of the Military 1829 February— —_ 1

Finance Committee . 1829 May
18-23 Passenger and Pilot certificates,

Report book regarding embarka-

tion . . . . . 18291854 -_— 7
24-25. Divisional orders issued by the

Commanding Officers, Presi-

dency Division, Bengal . 18401857 —_— 1
26-27. Draft Letters from Secretary,

Fort William to  Secretary,

India House . . . 18411858 — 2
28- Tables of pay and allowance of
28A. troops on the Bengal Establish-

ment . . . . . 18431844 —_ 20
30. Major W. Anderson’s report

on the manufacture of gun-

powder at Ishapore . . 1849 — 1
31. Madras Military Board Circular

Orders (with incomplete Index) . 1851—1857 —_ 1
32-33, Weekly vacancy report of the March 1852—

staff appointments . . . November 1867 —_ 3
36. List of subscription to Patriotic

Fund . . . . 1855—1856 —_— 1
37- List of Europeans killed or
37A. wounded during the ‘Mutiny’

(with Index) . . . . 1857 — 2
38. Index to Up-Country General

Orders . . . . . 1958 —_— 1
39-40. Draft of Up-Country separate February 1858— —_ 2

letters to Court of Directors . January 1859
41.  Disembarkation and disposi- July 1858— — 1

tion of troops in Bengal . Januery 1859
43, Register of Letters received from

Military, Foreign, Financial and May 1853— — 1

Home Departments April 1854
44-45. Register of Letters received from

subordinate offices, viz. Adjutant

General, Commissariat Depart-

ment, Medical Board, etc, . 1852—1854 —




28

1 2 3 4
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48-49. Military and Board’s Despatch
Register (Letter Issued) . 18521854 —_ 2
50-51. Reference Book of Military _
Board . . . . 18521854 — 2

52-53. Register of Letters received from
the Superintending Engineer,
Grand Trunk Road (in the

Military Board) . . . 1852—1854 - 2
54. Military Board Stores Accounts . 1787 — 1
55-58. Annual Report of Bengal Military

Board . . . . . 1843—1853 — 4
58A-B. Annual Reports of Military

Board in the Civil Department 1846—1848 — 3

62. Military Orphan Society Con-
sultation and Proceedings (In-
complete) . . . April-July 1818 —_

(8]

63. Military Orphan Society Letter April-December — 1
Book, Buildings (Incomplete) . 1818

64. Statement of Expenditure on
Works (Buildings, Records, Es-
tablishment, etc. in  Military

Department) . . . 1836—1837 — 1
— State of Nepal Residency Escort  1867—1878 —_ 1
— Distribution of troopsinthe
Three Presidencies . . 1870 —_ 1
Chunar Fortress Records
i. Establishment Rolls . . 18491859 — 3
ii. General Orders . . . 18241857 —_ 12
iii. Letter issued by the Fort Adjutant 1829—1859 — 6
iv. Letters Issued by Officer-in-
Charge of Buropean invalids . 1817—1859 — 12
v. Letters Received by Officer-in-
Charge of European invalids . 1817—1857 — 2
vi. Review Rolls and Accounts . 1837—1858 — 9
vii. Station Orders . . . 1808—1854 —_

11. Miscellaneous Volumes® (Printed)**

17. Field Operations—Zakka Khel,
by Bazar Valley Field Force . 1908 -— 1

* Most of the volumes included in this series pertain to General Staff Branch
of the Army Headquarters and deal with a variety of subjects,

** These also include a few papers in manuscript.




29

1 2 3 4
(i) (ii)
18. Cupies of the Publjcations:
i. The Turkish and Pan-Turkish
Ideal by Tekin Alp (undated), and
ii. Renort on the Pan-Turanian
Movement, prepared by Intelli-
gence Branch, Department of
Information . . . 1917 — 1
33, Malakand Fjeld Force and Buner
Field Force . . . . 1897-1898 —_ 1
39, Report by General Lord
Rawlinson of Trent, Commander- 20 August 1921 — 1
in Chief in India on the to
Operations in Malabar . 25 Fcbruary 1922
42, Treatjes and Agreements betwoen
British Government and certain
Arab Rulers . . . . 1926 — 1
43, Note on Mijlitary Organizatjon
in Mesopotamja and North
Persja . . . . 1920 —_ 1
46, Order of Battle of January; 5
65-68. British Forces in Iraq . February-May 1922 —
47, 50, Order of Battle of January-February;
56,64 Mesopotamian Expedijtionary October, December — 5
198. Force 1920; December 1921
69-70 Order of Battle of Egyption
Expeditionary Force and of
Royal Air Force, Middle East January, —_— 2
Area . . . . + July 1921
71. Order of Battle, Indja . . 1923 —_ 1
(Provisjonal)
74,  Detaijl of Indjan Units
104, Serving out of Indja 19201921 - 1
89, Royal Indjan Marijne Estimate . 1910—1911 — 1
93, Re-organisation of Animal 10 February — 1
Transport in India 1930
98. Proceedings of the Third Meet-
ing of the Medical Stores Supply
Committee to consider the ques-
tion of supply of Medical
Stores ! . . . 21 October 1940 —_— 1

6—966 Dte. of Archive/91
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105.

106,
112-
114,

122-
135.

136.

138.

139,

141.

142,

143.

144,

146.

War Diary of Adjutant General’s
Office at the Base 20th Indian
Infantry Brigade . . .

9th (Late 20th) Jhansi
Infantry Brigade War Diary,
(Volumes IV-VII) . . .

Inspection and General Returns
of various troops . .

Despatch to Secretary of State
for India regarding proposed

organisation and establishment
of the fighting units of the post-
War Army in India . . .

Despatch to Secretary of State
for India regarding views of the
Government of India on parts,
on Il to IX of the report by
Army in India Committee, 1919-
1920 . . . .

Despatch to Secretary of State
for India regarding organization
and establishment of fighting
units of the post-World War 1
Army in India . .

Memorandum on the size, com-
position and organization  of
Military Forces in India .

Despatch to Secretary of State
for India regarding the size, com-
position and organization of the
Military Forces in India

Future Organization of Army
in India and detailed composi-
tion of fighting units

Report of a Committee on Essen-
tial Minimum of British Officers,
British Other Ranks, Indian

Officers and Indian Other Ranks
required on Mobilization .

Tables Analyzing distribution of
Line Communication Troops:
Khaibar Line Communication .

28 January to
31 August 1927

May-August 1927

1809—1829

1921

1921

February 1921

April 1820

24 June 1921

June 1921

1924

1879—1880
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147,

148,

149,

150,

152,

153.

154.

155.

156.

159.

160.

164,

163.

164.

Memorandum of Russian Affairs
in Central Asia, Prepared by the
Intelligence Branch, Quarter

Master General’s Department .

Orders of the Chief of General
Staff for the Organization of
Khaibar Movable Column , .

Summary of the Proceedings and
Decisions of a Conference of
General Officers Commanding-
in-Chief Commands, held at
Simla, (1 to 5 August 1921)

Military  responsibility in the
Persian Gulf Area

Extracts from an article ‘Pre-
paration for War at Army Head-
quarters, India (Share of the

General Staff)” by Major General
A. Hamilton Gordon .

Organization of Tirah Field
Force . .

Military Operations in event of
War with Russia (with Map) .

Headquarters of Defended Ports
and Sections thereof in India .

Note on the Camping space and
Water facilities of several lines of
advance into Afghanistan .

Major General E.H. Collen's

Memorandum on the Central .

Asian Question . . .

Wazirforce Tactical Notes jssued
from time to time in Wazirforces
commencing with the operations
of 1919-1920 . . . .

General Notes covering various
aspects of Field operations issued

for various units joining Wazir- _
"August 1921

force . . . .
Statement of Books and Maps
required on General Mobilization
Alternative Allotment for Minor
Operations of various forces in

the North-West Frontier .

11 May 1887

1913

1921

September 1911

1 November 1913
1910
1 November 1890

1912

1911

18 June 1892

29 August 1921

1924

1913
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166.

167.

170.

171,

173.

174.

177.

181,

184.

185.

Details of various ranks required
to expand the Field Army . 1920

A List of Personnel, Arms, Equip-
ment etc. of two Divisions . 1918

Statements on Books and Maps
required on General Mobiliza-
tion General Staff, India . 1923

Memorandum on advances of

India and Russia by their respec-

tive railway systems, in the North-

West Frontier ; . . . June 1887

Memorandum on certain points
connected with the position of
Russia in the Trans-Caspian pro-

vince with referene to Herat] . 1883

Schemes for a Temporary Mobili-
zation Rest Camp at Hyderabad
(Sind) . . . . . 1913

Statement showing normal sanc-
tioned Garrisons of all Stations
in India . . . . 1 July 1913

Particulars of trooping facilities
existing at various Indian Ports 1925

Despatch to Secretary of State
for India (No. 69) regarding re-
vision of emoluments of Officers
holding regimental appointments
in the Indian Signal Service"! 30 November 1922

Despatch to Secretary of State for

India (No. 43) regarding re-

organization of Military Engineer

Service in India . . . 3 August 1922

General Staff Branch’s ‘An
appreciition of Naval and Mili-

tary Situation at the Batrance of

the persian Gulf’ . . 1912

Position regarding reserves of
material and supplies maintained
for the Army in India . February 1912

Imperial Service Troops detailed

for employment with the Field

Army and Balance remaining in ,

India on Mobilization . September 1912
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186.

187.

188.

189,

190,

191.

193,

194,

196.

203.

20s.

Report on possible use of Tanks

in India by Lieutenant Colonel P.
Johnsons . . . .

Military Reports on Harbours of
the Persian Gulf . .

Appreciation of external and in-
ternal situation in India by the
Chief of General Staff .

Instructions of the Commander-
in-Chief for the guidance of

General Officer Commanding
Abor Expeditionary Force .

Scheme for the occupation of Fao
(a Peninsula in the Persian
Gulf) . . .

.

Plan for the Despatch of a force
to Basidu (a British Station on
the Western point of the Qishm
Island in the Persian Gulf) .

Despatch to Secretary of State
for India regarding reorganisa-
tion of the Tank Corps Units in
India . . .

Notes for Information and
Guidance as issued by General
Staff Section . .

Railway Schemes to be under-
taken in the event of war across
the North-West Frontier of
India . . . . .
Information regarding shipping
time and tonnage and fit for con-
veyance of troops overseas on
field service . . . .
Instructions regarding scheme
of Delhi Manoeuvers and Coro-
nation Durbar . .

Ceasus of India, 1921, Volume
VIII-Bombay Presidency, Part
[II—Report and Tables: ADEN

1920

1906

1912

15 September
1911

1912

1912

1922

1913

1912

1911

1902-1903

1923
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206. Explanatory note by Chief of
Staff on the formation of a
General Staff in India . 1910 — 1
207- Composition of Headquarter
208. Units of Waziristan Force
(Provisional) 15 February 1920 —_ 2
210. Plan of Operations in the event
of War with Afghanistan, Part
VI (Field Army Tables) . 1 November 1920 — 1
226. Memorandum on Contribution
by India to the War in men,
material and money . 1923 — 1
230. Summary of the Administration
of Field Marshal Sir W. R. 6 August 1925
Birdwood as Commander-in- to
Chief in India . . . 29 November 1930 —_ 1
231, Scheme for despatch of a Division
1912 — 1

for Operations in North China
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SOME SIGNIFICANT DOClSIMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE

1.

10.

11.

Establishment of a Military Board in place of Board of
Ordnance. .
Military Board, 25 May 1786, Proceedings Volume
May-August 1786, pp. 1-8.

Proposals by the Commander-in-Chief regarding new
military arrangements for the Army in India.
Secret and Military Department, 31 May 1786, Nos.
1-4.

Establishment of a Hospital at Mongheer (Munghyr) for
insane Indian soldiers.

Military Department, 3 April 1795, Nos. 1-2.

. Governor-General’s Minute on the proposal for the estab-

lishment and maintenance of a Cavalry Stud for use of
Company’s army.
Military Department, 26 June 1795, No. 31.

Court of Directors’ instructions regarding reorganisation
of Company’s troops for the Presidencies of Bengal,
Bombay and Madras.

Military Letters from Court, 15 January 1796, No. 1.
Appointment of Marquis Cornwallis as the Commander-
in-Chief of East India Company’s Forces.

Military Letters from Court, 22 March 1797, No. 1.
Court of Directors’ instructions regarding introduction of
a Horse Artillery in Company’s Army.

Military Letters from Court, 18 April 1800, No. 2,

para 12.

. Establishment of a Cadet Company (Military College)

at Baraset in Bengal.
Military Department, 19 August 1802, Nos. 1-6.

Resolution of the Governor-General in Council announce-
ing establishment of the Military Widows’ Fund.

Military Department, 11 August 1810, Nos. 3-4.

Memorandum by Secretary to Government in Military
Department, regarding a Plan for remodelling the Infantry
of the Army.

Military Department, 6 May 1824, Nos. 6—6A.

Proceedings of a Special Court of Inquiry instituted to
investigate into the circumstances relating to a mutiny of
Indian Corps at Barrackpore.

Military Department, 25 March 1825, No. 63.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
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General Order prohibiting flogging of the Indian soldiers
in the Indian Army.
Military Department, General Order by Commander-
in-Chief (GOCC), 19 March 1827.

Establishment of a Magnetical Observatory at Simla,
Military Letters from Court, 15 January 1840, No. 8.

Report by Major W. Anderson on the manufacture of
gun-powder at Ishapur (near Calcutta).
Military Department, Miscellaneous (Manuscripts),
1849, Volume 30.

General Order by the Commander-in-Chief announcing
a reward of Rs. 25,000 for capture of Koer Singh
(Kunwar Singh, Zamindar of Jagdishpur).
Military Department, General Order by Commander-
in-Chief (GOCC), 1858, No. 581.

Proceedings of a Court Martial held at Meerut in April
1857 to try 85 troopers of the 3rd Regiment, Bengal
Light Cavalry on the charges of ‘Mutiny’.
Military Letters from Secretary of State, 16 February
1859, No. 50.

Mutiny Act dated 20 April 1863 alongwith Articles of
War, which came into force with effect from 1 February
1865.
Military Department, General Order by Commander-
in-Chief (GOCC), 1 February 1865.

Houses of Lords and Commons hail the role of army
engaged in the Afghan Campaign.
Military Department, Expeditions (Kabul), February
1880, Nos. 7424-7433.
Casualties among cavalry and artillery horses in the
Afghan Campaigns of 1878-1880.

Military Department, Supply and Transport Branch,
‘A’ Proceedings, December 1880, Nos. 4349-4351.

Proposed appointment of a Director of Indian Marine.
I%/Iazrinc Department, ‘A’ Proceedings, June 1881, No.
329.

Reorganisation of the Indian Marine Survey Depart-
ment.

Marine Department, ‘A’ Proceedings, August 1881,
Nos. 3277-3280.

Scheme for a permanent and organised transport service
in India.

Military Department, Supply and Transport Branch,
‘A’ Proceedings, October 1881 Nos. 13096-13120.
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29.

30.

31.

37

Notification regarding branding of ‘transport animals’
purchased by Government of India.
Military Department, Supply and Transport Branch,
‘A’ Proceedings, January 1882, Nos. 13942-13950.

. Formation of Military Branches in Madras and Bombay

Presidencies.
Military Department, Works Branch, ‘A’ Proceedings,
May 1888, Nos. 238-247.

. Proposals of Commander-in-Chief to cairy out experi-

ments with cartridges made out of smokeless powder for
the usc of Indian Army.
Military Department, ‘A’ Proccedings, July 1891, Nos.
1132-1133.

. Procedures to be adopted for defining the boundaries

of a Cantonment.

Military Department, Works Branch, ‘A’ Proceedings,
March 1892, Nos. 180-181.

. Formation of an Indian Company of Submarine Miners.

Military Department, Works Branch, ‘A’ Proceedings,
September 1892, Nos. 104-111.

. Proposed organisation of a Barrack Department for whole

of India.
Military Department, Works Branch, ‘A’ Proccedings,
March 1895, Nos. 165-167.

Resolution on the constitution of Military Finance Branch
in the Finance Department.
Military Department, Supply Branch, ‘A’ Proceedings,
June 1900, Nos. 489—491.

Remarks made by Inspector Genceral of Ordnance Fac-

tories in India on the working of Indian Ordnance Factories.
Military Department, Supply Branch, ‘A’ Proceedings,
June 1906, No. 453.

Establishment of a factory for the manufacture of Acetone
in India.

Army Department, ‘A’ Proceedings, September 1912,
Nos. 1418-1430.

. Scheme for the formation of an Indian Central Flying

School at Sitapur.

Army Department, ‘A’ Proccedings, August 1913,
Nos. 2334-2339,
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

38

Introduction of electric light in selected Military Canton-
ments in India: . ‘
Army Department, ‘A’ Proceedings, Scptember 1913,
Nos. 704-705.

Details regarding India’s contribution towards the First
World War in terms of men, money and material.

Army Department, War Branch, ‘B’ Proceedings,
1916-1917, Nos. 29417-29418.

Constitution and administration of the Royal Air Force
in India.
Army Department, ‘B’ Proceedings, March 1919, Nos,
3721-3751.

Report by Lt, Col. P. Johnson on possible use of tanks
in India.

Military Department, Miscellaneous (Printed), 1920,
Volume 186.

Nominal Roll of Royal Indian Marine personnel who
died in action during First World War.
Marine Department, ‘B’ Proceedings, September 1921,
Nos. 2729-2735.

Scheme for the erection of a Memorial to commemorate
the services of Indian seamen, who lost their lives during
First World War.

Marine Dcpartment, ‘B’ Proceedings, October 1921,
Nos. 2997-3000.

Formation of a permanent Armoured Motor School at
Ahmednagar.

Army Department, ‘A’ Proceedings, June 1922, Nos.
2701-2706.

Constitution of a ‘Committec on the Indianization of the
Officer Ranks of the Indian Army'.
Defence Department, "B’ Proceedings, December
1941, Nos. 150-188 and Appendix.

Suggestions regarding syllabus of Military Studies to be
adopted in Indian Universities.

g\gar Department, ‘B’ Procecdings, January 1946, Nos.
-73.

Policy regarding Government of India’s contribution to-
wards maintenance and construction of roads subjected to
military traffic,

Z\gar6 ’Il)epartment, ‘B’ Proceedings, March 1946, Nos.



43,

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49,

39

Change of nomenclature of ‘Services Headquarters’ to
that of ‘Armed Forces Headquarters’ (w.e.f. 22 August
1946).
War Department, ‘B’ Proceedings, November 1946,
Nos. 185-186.

Internal Sccurity arrangements under the Government of
India Act, 1935.
Defence Department, ‘B’ Proceedings, February 1947,
No. 19551.

Issue of permits to Defence personnel of Pakistan coming
to India.
Ministry of Defence, ‘B' Proccedings, October 1950
Nos. 5186-5195.

Appointment of Director-General, Armed Forces Medi-
cal Services (DG, AFMS) as member of the Defence
Science Advisory Committee.
Ministry of Defence, ‘B’ Proceedings, October 1950,
Nos. 5326-5328.

Question of consulting FPSC (Federal/Union  Public
Service Commission) for issuing ‘Civilians in Defence
Services (Temporary Services) Rules, 1949’ and orders
connected there-with.

Ministry of Defence, ‘B’ Procecdings, March 1951,
Nos. 3352-3368.

Provisions of Policc arrangements at Gauhati, Mohan-
bari, Jorhat and Tezpur aerodromes.

Ministry of Defence, ‘B’ Proceedings, March 1955,
No. 1893.

Nomenclature of airfields at Allahabad, Bombay, Banga-
lore, Calcutta, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kanpur, Karachi,
Madras and Quetta,
Ministry of Defence, ‘B’ Proceedings, March 1955,
No. 1908.



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Genesis of the Ministry of External Affairs can be traced back
to the second half of the 18th century when armed conflict broke
out between the English East India Company and Nawab Siraj-ud-
Daula of Bengal. The seizure of Calcutta by Siraj-ud-Daula in
1756 forced the Governor of Bengal and other members of the
Council at Fort William to take refuge at Falta near Calcutta,
In view of this set back, and the imminent political uncertainty,
the Governor and the Council realised that secrecy in all politicul
transactions was badly required. Consequently, a ‘Secret Com-
mittee’ comprising four members of the Council at Fort William
was formed at Falta to conduct political and military affairs of
the Company. The Committee met for the first time on 22 August
1756 at Falta and it continued to function from there till 10 Decem-
ber 1756.

Meanwhile, the growing rivalry between England and France
led the Court of Directors of the East India Company to  appoint
a ‘Select Committee’. This Committee was to deal with matters
concerning various Indian powers and other neighbouring coun-
tries, as also the other FEuropean companies having commercial
relations with India. It was also required to maintain strict secrecy
in all its transactions. Further, proceedings, resolutions and corres-
pondence of the Court of Directors were kept separately from those
of the ordinary nature of the Council at Fort William as a whole.
The Select Committee consisted of the President at Fort William,
the Commander-in-Chief, when in Bengal, and three other senior
members of the Council. Considering the functions assigned to this
Select Commmittee, the Secret Committee appointed earlier by the
Governor of Bengal in August 1756 was abolished. The new
Committee had its first meeting on 21 February 1757. The Select
Committee continued to hold its meetings till 28 December 1762,
when its functions were taken over by the Council at Fort William.

However, activities of the Company were gradually becoming
complex and diversified due to expansion of its armies and esta-
blishment of its relations with more and more princely states of
India. Consequently, it was decided in December 1763 to divide
the work of the Council at Fort William into two distinct Depart-
ments, viz. “Public” and “Secret”.! Public Department dealt with

1. Besides ‘Public’ and ‘Secret’ Departments, another series of records was
created separately to deal with certain exceptional and secret matters. This
series was named first as ‘Separate’ and then as ‘Secret and Separate’.
These records do not form a continuous series. Its earliest records date
back to 1761, and these are available until 1811. Some of the important
questions dealt in this series were : Enquiry into the conduct of Raja
Shitab Rai, Naib Diwan of Bihar (1773); Tipu Sultan of Mysore (1787):

:i{pedition to Manila (1797); rising of Amir Khan of Tonk (1808—1811),
c.
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all matters relating to accounts, appointments, fortifications, revenue,
shipping, etc., while Secret Dcpartment controlled the relations of
the East India Company with the Indian powers, and all works
connected with the formation and execution of military plans. Both
these Departments, though distinct and separate, were kept under
the charge of a single Secretary.

The Secret Department remained functional for more than
sixteen months, when all matters under its jurisdiction were taken
over by a new Select Committee, constituted by Lord Clive on 7
May 1765. The principal objective of this Committee was to cen-
tralisc authority in the officc of the Governor. A formal distribu-
tion of functions between the new Select Committee and the Council
at Fort William was effected in 1766. The Select Committee was
entrusted with powers to regulate political affairs of the East India
Company and its relations with the Indian powers. Besides, it was
requircd to maintain peace and tranquility, and collect revenue aris-
ing from the grant of Diwani. The Council at Fort William,
on the other hand, was left with management of trade, Zamindari
of Calcutta, and assigned districts of Burdwan, Midnapore and
Chittagong.

The relative position of thc Council at Fort William and the
Select Comittee, howcver, changed when Clive left India in February
1767. The exclusive control over East India Company’s political
and military affairs in India, so far enjoyed by the Select Com-
mittecc, was taken away by the Court of Directors through two
orders passed by it on 12 January and 16 March 1768, and the
same was vested in the Council at Fort William. Further, as per
directions of the Court of Directors, members of the Council were
to form themselves into a ‘Secret Department’ on all such occasions
where sccrecy was required to be maintained. Thus a Secret
Department, which had ceased to exist since 1765, was revived on
22 August 1768. Henceforth, Select Committee was left with
certain less important subjects, viz. trade, revenue, etc. It conti-
nued to function until 20 October 1774, when Governor General-
in-Council of Fort William in Bengal was appointed under the
provisions of the Regulating Act of 1773. From that date Select
Committee was formally dissolved and all its functions were taken
over by the Secret Department,

Growing responsibility of the East India Company and the
various military campaigns that it had undertaken forced it to
ensure economy in its expenditure and effect strict economy in
administration. A new Department, viz. Secret Department of Inspec-
tion was, thereore, constituted by the Select Committee on 28 February
1766 to enquire into the working of various Government offices and
effect cconomy in their expenditure2 This Dcpartment functioned as

2 It en]oyed different nomenclatures at dlfferent times, viz. Commnttee ot Ins~
pection (1766—1772), Board of Inspection (1772—1784), Secret Depart-
ment of Inspection (1784—1786), and finally from 31 May 1786 on-
wards, Secret Department of Reforms.
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an adjunct body of the Public Department till 26 July 1784, when a]|
its functions were taken over the Secret Department.

With the passage of time, there was a rapid increase in work of
Secretariat. It was, therefore, realised that a single Secretary could
not effectively supervise the working of both the Public and the
Secret Departments. Consequently, separate Secrctary for ecach of
these two Departments was appointed by a Resolution of the Coun-
cil of 23 September 1783. Later a separate ‘Foreign’ Department
was constituted under the Secret Department with effect from 10
December 1783 to deal with subjects concerning foreign nations and
powers.

The next important change in the Secret Department took place
in 1786 when Edward Hay, the then Secretary in the Secret Depart-
ment, proposed that the work of the Secret Department might be
divided into four distinct Departments. These were :

(i) Secret and Political Department : It dealt with all
subjects of political nature; correspondence with the
Presidents and Councils at other Presidencies on poli-
tical subjects; correspondence with the Agent or
Residents at the Court of various Indian Princes and
at Benaras; military operation or movement of troops
and secret plans and views of other European nations
and powers.

(ii) Secret and Military Department : It was to deal with
personal applications from persons connected with
military affairs, and correspondence with the Presidents
and Councils at other Presidencies on military matters.

(iii) Secret and Foreign Department : 1t transacted all busi-
ness with European nations and powers, correspondence
with other Presidencies respecting them, excepting such
matters as related to secret plans and views, which

were to be recorded in the Secret and Political Depart-
ment,

(iv) Secret Department of Reform : It dealt with all matters

concerning general reduction of civil and military ex-
penditure,

This division of work became effective from 31 May 1786 and
‘Secret’ and ‘Foreign’ Departments were designated as ‘Secret and
Political’ and ‘Secret and Foreign’ Departments respectively.®* The
nomenclature of ‘Secret Department of Inspection’ was also changed
to ‘Secret Department of Reform’. In addition to these changes, a
new scries called ‘Secret and Military’ was as  well introduced. It
began to be recorded in the newly created Military Department.t In

3. From 15 May 1789 the word ‘Secret’ was dropped from ‘Secret and

P.olitical" and ‘Secret and Foreign’ Departments. Henceforth, they were
simply known as ‘Political’ and ‘Foreign’ Departments.

4. For details see the Chapter on ‘Ministry of Defence’.
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another significant development, Sccrct Department, which had ever
since 31 May 1786 remained merged with ‘Secret and Political’ (later
simply ‘Political’) Department was revived on 20 January 1790.

A minor but significant development took place in 1801, when a
post of Persian Secretary to the Government of Fort William was
created to deal with correspondence with various Indian chiefs and
rulers. It also dealt with the British Residents and Political Agents
stationed at the courts of Indian princes.® Later during 1823-1830,
correspondence relating to educational matters too came under the
jurisdiction of Persian Secretary. In 1830, the post of Persian Secre-
tary was abolished and his cstablishment became a Branch of the Poli-
tical Department under the title ‘Persian Ofiice’.$

The Charter Act of 1833 introduced many significant changes in
the East India Company’s administrative structure in India. The
administration of the Government of India was delinked from that of
Bengal. The Secret Department (including Secret, Political and
Foreign Branches) of thc Government of Bengal was transferred to
Government of India. Later, in 1842 the Foreign Branch of the
Secret Department was abolished and all functions of the said Branch
were transferred to the Political Branch. After separation of the
Secretariat of the Government of India from that of Bengal in 1843,
a Foreign Department of the Government of India was constituted by
placing the existing Secret, Political and Foreign Branches under the
charge of a separate Sccretary. The main functions of the Foreign
Department were to deal with diplomatic issues both internal and ex-
ternal, control of Frontier districts. and administration of other terri-
tories which were placed under its jurisdiction from time to time.?

With the enactment of the Government of India Act in 1858, the
task of administering the affairs of India was taken over by the
British Crown from the East India Company, Consequently, the
administrative set up of Supreme Govcrnment was re-organised. In
1860, both the Secret and the Political Branches of the Foreign De-
partment were abolished and records of this Department were classi-
fied as Foreign Consultations/Proceedings. This arrangement conti-
nued till September 1861. when Lord Canning re-organised the
Foreign Department by distributing its functions under six subjects
heads, viz. Finance, General, Judicial, Military, Political, and
Revenue.

5. The work had so far been looked after by a Persian Translator.

6. Records of the Persian Office pertaining to the period 1755—1888 are
available in the National Archives of India. Besides Persian, a fairly
Jarge number of documents are in Arabic, Sanskrit, Bengali, Hindi, Urdu,
Gurmukhi, Oriya, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu. Kannada, Malayalam, Sikkimese,
Bhutanese, Siamese, Tibetan, Burmese and Chinese languages.

7. Ajmer-Merwara. Assam, Baluchistan, British Burma, Central Provinces,
'Coorg, Hyderabad. Mysore, and Rewa, North-West Frontier Provinces.
Cudh (Awadh) and the Punjab were all controlled by the Foreign Depart-
ment at one time or the other.
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From 1861 to 1871, many changes were introduced in the varioyg
Departments of the Government of India for bringing uniformity jp
the administrative system. During this period certain subjects were
taken away from the Foreign Department and transferred to other
departments. Educational matters, administration of police and jail
in Punjab, Oudh (Awadh), Central Provinces, Mysore, Hyderabad
Rewa, British Burma etc. were transterred from Foreign Dcpan:
ment to Home Department in October 1861, March 1862, ung
November 1862 respectively. Two years later on 16 September
1864 matters relating to customs, salt, opium, stamps and abkari
(excise) of the Punjab, Oudh (Awadh), Central Provinces and British
Burma, were transferred from Forcign Department to Financial De-
partment, while those relating to judicial, medical and ecclesiastical
business were transferred to Home Department.  Correspondence
relating to arrangements for the working of the Turkish and Mekran
lines of telegraph and police, medical, judicial and ecclesiastical busi-
ness of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts, Mysore and Coorg, were
also transferred to Home Department on 5 December 1864 and 14
June 1866 respectively.®! Inspite of these changes, the Foreign De-
partment continued to shoulder the responsibility of internal adminis-
tration of the Punjab, Oudh (Awadh), Central Provinces, British
Burma and Coorg.

It did not mean just trimming of the functions of the Foreign
Department, its additional responsibilities were concerned with the
tribes on the North-East Frontier, which were prior to 1863 looked
after by the Home Department. ‘Electric Telegraph’ was also trans-
ferred to the Foreign Department from the Public Works Department
in 1867. However, three years later. on 30 April 1870, Electric
Telegraph was transferred back to Public Works Department. In
1870, irrigation work relating to land revenue was separated from
the Revenue Proceedings and a new subject head ‘Revenue Irrigation’
was created in the Foreign Department.

On 6 June 1871, certain subjects relating to Punjab, Oudh
(Awadh), Central Provinces, Coorg and British Burma, which were
dealt with in the Foreign Department were transferred to the newly
created Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce Department. The sub-
jects thus transferred included land revenue settlement, takavi (crop)
loans for agricultural improvement, agriculture and horticulture, fibres
and silk, studs and cattle breeding, cattle disease, forests, meteorology,
commerce and trade, minerals and geological survey, fisheries, indus-
trial arts, museums and exhibitions, statistics, gazetteers, weights and
measures, census, revenue, topographical and trigonometerical surveys
etc.

In 1876 re-distribution of work among the various Departments
of the Government of India was affected and henceforth Foreign De-
partment was to deal with : general political matters, relations with

8 This change in respect of Mvsore was, however. only temporary, as it
was re-transferred to the Foreien Department on 16 December 1867
because of the altered political situation in Mysore.
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foreign states outside India, princely and feudatories states in India,
and independent or semi-independent hill tribes, suppression of thagi
(robbery) and dacoity in princely states, titles and Order of the Star
of India, ceremonials, recognition of consuls, grant of passports, poli-
tical pensions, political prisoners, questions of extradition and extra-
territorial jurisdiction, and administration of Frontier districts, Ajmer-
Merwara, Hyderabad Assigned Districts and Mysore.

In September 1882, functions of the Foreign Department were
divided into four distinct Branches, viz. Internal, External, General
and Fronticr on an cxperimental basis.* The proceedings, however,
still continued to be grouped under the existing seven subject head-
ings with the difference that from September 1882, the initial letter
of the name of the newly created branches, viz., Internal, General,
External and Frontier was added alongwith the recorded subject-
heading. Thus henceforth, the proceedings began to be recorded as :
Judicial (D, Judicial (E), Judicial (G), Revenue (I), Revenue (E),
Revenue (G), Revenue-Irrication (D, Finance (1), Finaqqc (B),
Finance (G), Military (IN. Military (E). Military (G), Political (I),
Political (E), Political (G), General (). General (E) and General
(G).® This arrangement continued until September 1884 when re-
cording of proceedings under subject-headings was discontinued.
Thereafter functions of the Foreign Department were grouned under
four distinct branches viz. Extérnal, Frontier, General and Internal.

In course of time further transfer of subiects took place. In June
1893, certain subjects pertaining to Ajmer-Merwara, like statistics of
internal trade, forests, archaeology, archaeological surveys and con-
servation of ancient monuments, patents and famine were transferred
from Foreign Department to the Revenue and Agricultural Depart-
ment. Again in 1898, subiects rclating to fine arts, gazetteers and
ecclesiastical service in Hyderabad Assigned Districts were transfer-
red from the Foreign Department to the Home Department.

With the increase in the volume of work in the Forei -
ment, further administrative measures were initiated. Imtia]g'ep?gv
Branches were created between the years 1904—1911. In Feb’ruary
1904 Cypher Branch was created to deal with communications carried
through secret codes. In July 1904, a Toshakhana Branch was
created to keep custody of presents made to the Governor-General
and other officers of the Government, and to make arrangements for
Governor General’s visits to Indian States. In 1908, an Establish-
ment Branch was set up to deal with establishment and account
matters. In the same year, the Internal (Coronation Darbar) Branch
was created to deal with the ceremonial functions of the Coronation
Darbar of King George V, which was held at Delhi in 1911, Secondly,
it was decided in 1907 to transfer all non-political business emanating

9. The Frontier Branch remained dormant for two years and its functions
were performed by the External Branch until the Frontier Branch started
functioning from 1 September 1884.

10. Proceedings of the Revenue-Irrigation (E), and (G) are not available.
8—966 Dte of Archives/91
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from British Baluchistan and Agency territories, Ajmer-Merwara ang
British areas in Princely States of India, i

sh _ inclu in% cantonments
administered by the Governor-General-in-Council, to Finance, Reve.
nue and Agriculture and Army Departments.

The next important change in the organisational set up of the
Foreiga Department occurred in 1914 when additional post of a Secre.
tary was created and the Department was redesignated as Foreign and
Political Department. The new Department consisted of two Wings
viz. the Foreign Wing, and the Political Wing, and each Wing waé
placed under the charge of a separate Secretary. The Foreign Wing
of the Department dealt with all matters relating to frontiers of India
and the territories outside India, while the Political Wing dealt with
all matters concerning the princely states of India, the areas adminis-

tered by the Foreign and Political Department, and the grant of
honours and Indian titles.

Following thc commencement of the First World War, a War
Branch was created in the Foreign and Political Department in 1914
to deal with matters like prohibition of export during the War, des-
patch of telegraphic messages, requisition of vessels for war purposes,
disarmament of Germans and Austrians in India and cancellation of
all licences held by them; affairs in Turkey, Abyssinia, Persia, Aden
and in other countries; Anglo-Persian Oil Company, patrolling of seas
by ships, prisoners of war, contribution to the British Red Cross Fund,
and Peace Conference and other allied matters. This Branch was,

however, abolished in 1920 after thc termination of the First World
War. ‘

In February 1920, a Reforms Branch was created in the Foreign
and Political Department to deal with work relating to reforms and
for implementing the policy of Central Government’s relations with
princely states of India and the Chamber of Princes. After function-
ing for about two years this Branch was abolished in 1922, and all its
works were transferred to Political and Internal Branches of Foreign
and Political Department. However, it was once again revived on
2 April 1928 and it received all works carlicr transferred from it to
the Political and Internal Branches. The reconstituted Reforms
Branch dealt with matters connected with reforms, Chamber of
Princes, acquisition of property in British India by ruling princes and
chiefs, visit of British officials and other Europeans to Indian States,
service of summons issued by Courts in Indian States and Courts 1in
British dominions and colonics, and employment (excluding military
employment), which it had received back from Political Branch. 1t
also dealt with matters in Indian States concerning land revenue,
settlements, irrigation, forests, aviation, posts, telegraphs, telephones,

eology, mines, mining concessions, industrial concerns, education
%cxcluding education of ruling princes and chiefs), census, archaeo-

logy, epigraphy, zoology etc. which it had received back from Internal
Branch.
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. In July 1920, the subject emigration, hitherto dealt with in the
Committee, “subject-filing’ system was introduced in Government
Foreign und Political Department.  According to this division, matters
relating to emigration to Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia and foreign
countries other than Surinam were allotted to Foreign and Political

Department, while to other countries came under the purview of the
Commerce Department,

In .1923, on the recommendation of the Secretariat Procedure
Comnmittee, ‘subject-filing’ system was introduced in Government
Offices. Consequently nomenclature of different branches in the
Foreign and Political Department was changed with cffect from 3
April 1923. The new branches thus designated were : Accounts,
Es}ablishment, External, Fronticr, General, Honours, Internal, and
Mid-Asia. Later, in 1925, a new ‘Foreign Office’ Branch was also
created to deal with subjects like recruitment, promotion, confirmation
of ministerial and other establishments, allotment of houses in New
Delhi and Simla, annual shifting of oflices of Foreign and Political
Department from New Delhi to Simla and back, tour programme of
high officers, except that of the Viceroy, preparation of electoral rolls
in connection with Legislative Assembly, information for inclusion in
India Office Weekly Letters, etc. A few years later, in 1930 another
Branch called ‘Special Branch’ was created to deal with work arising
out of the Report of the Butler Committee.!! Five years later in
1935, two more temporary Branches, viz. Earthquake Branch and
Federation Branch were created. The Earthquake Branch was to deal
with all matters connected with earthquake at Quetta, while the Fede-
ration Branch was to deal with various problems relating to the pro-
posed federation between the British Indian provinces and the princely
states under the Government of India Act, 193S.

The Government of India Act, 1935 which was an important land-
mark in the constitutional development of the country introduced
many changes in the organisational set up of various Departments.
Consequently, Foreign and Political Department was split up on 1
April 1937 into two separate Departments viz., the External Affairs
Department, and the Political Department.™ The External Affairs
Department took over all matters previously dealt in the Foreign Wing
of the Foreign and Political Department while all items of work con-
nected with the princely states of India were taken over by the Poli-
tical Department.

With the outbreak of the Second World War, War Branch was
once again revived in 1939 in the External Affairs Department. This
Branch continued to function till 1946, and dealt with matters relating
to application of war time legislations in the areas that came under the

11. The Butler Committee had earlier been set up to investigate into the
nature of relationship between the Paramount Power and the Indian
States, and to make recommendations for the adjustment of economic
and financial relations between British India and the Indian States.

~12. The organisational growth of Political Départment has been discussed
separately on pp. 51-53 of the present Chapter.
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administrative jurisdiction of External Affairs Department.!s [t ajso
dealt with internment of foreigners, preparation of official history of
the war, prisoners of war, air raid precauations, matters relating to
evacuation, foreign publicity, defence loans, and conscription of allied
nationals, etc.

During the War period, another Department called Indians Over-
seas Department was created on 14 October 1941 to deal with matters
concerning Indians abroad.!* Main functions of this Department were
to regulate emigration and immigration between India and countries
of the British Commonwealth, pilgrimage to Hejaz, repatriation of
Indians from other countries of the British Commonwealth and Indian
pilgrims stranded at Jeddah. Indians Overseas Department was re-
named as Commonwealth Relations Department with effect from 30
March 1944. In addition to the functions it inherited from the Indians
Overseas Department, the re-christened Department was entrusted
with the responsibility of conducting relations between India and
British dominions which included British colonies, protectorates and
trust territories.!8

In August 1946 another redistribution of functions took place
among the Home, the External Affairs and the Commonwealth Rela-
tions Departments. Consequently, Home Department was assigned
all functions in respect of immigration from Foreign and Common-
wealth countries, (except those to which Reciprocity Act, 1943

13. The areas thus covered were Baluchistan, North Western Frontier Pro-
vinces, Assam and Tribal Areas, Gilgit Agency, and Sikkim State.

14. The subject of Indian Emigration came with the jurisdiction of various
Departments of the Government of India from time to time as indicated
below :

Home Department, Public Branch, till 1871;

Revenue, Agriculture and Commerce Department, Emigration Branch,
1871—1879;

llrlsosnlxe, Revenue and Agricultural Department, Emigration Branch, 1879—

Revenue and Agricultural Department, Emigration Branch, 1881—1905.
Commerce and Industry Department, Emigration Branch, 1905—1920;
Commerce Department, Emigration Branch, 1920—1921;

In 1920, a portion of emigration work was transferred from Commerce
Department to Foreign and Political Department (General, External and
other Territorial Branches). Rest of the work remained with Commerce
Department;

Revenue and Agricultural Department, Emigration Branch, 1921—1923 :
(From August to November 1921, the work relating to inter-provincial
migration continued to be dealt with in the Commerce Department, when
it was transferred to Industries Department, re-designated as Industries and
Labour Department in 1923);

Education., Health and Lands Department, Overseas Branch, 1923—1932;
]132?5 and Overseas Branch, 1932—1938; and Overseas Section, 1938;—7

15. Conducting of Commercial relations with all countries, and foreign rela-
tions of the British Empire with countries on India’s frontier, however,
remained with the Commerce Department, and the External Affairs Depart-
ment respectively.



49

applied), entry of persons other than the returning emigrants from the
Commonwealth countries (except those to which Reciprocity Act,
1943 applied), grant of visas and endorsements for entry into India,
regulation of movements of foreigners in India, naturalization, and
European vagrants within India. The External Affairs Department,
on the other hand, dealt with extradition from British India to foreign
countrics and the reverse process, emigration from India to foreign
countries, except emigration under the Indian Emigration Act, 1922,
and the return of the emigrants, deportation and repatriation of sub-
jects of foreign countries from India and Indian nationals from foreign
countries to India (excluding repatriation of Muslim Haj pilgrims from
Jeddah), and passports and visas (excluding the grant of visas or en-
dorsements for entry into India). Works allotted to the Common-
wealth Relations Department included subjects like extradition from
British India to Commonwealth countries and the reverse process, all
emigration under the Indian Emigration Act, 1922, emigration from
India to Commonwealth countries, return of the emigrants, immiga-
tion to India from Commonwealth countries, deportation and repat-
riation of the subjects of Commonwealth countries from India and of
Indian nationals from such countries to India, and preventive deten-
tion for “reasons of state” connected with Commonwealth affairs.

With the formation of the Interim Government in India on 2
September 1946 a few more changes took place, Firstly, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the Vice-President in the Interim Government, took
charge of both the External Affairs Department, and the Common-
wealth Relations Department. Secondly, in October 1946, by a deci-
sion of the Cabinet, an Indian Foreign Service was constituted to meet
the needs of India's growing responsibilities in regard to its foreign
relations. Thirdly, with effect from 1 June 1947, Departments of
External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations were amalgamated
into a single Department of External Affairs and Commonwealth
Relations with two distinct Wings, viz. the External Affairs, and the
Commonwealth Relations Wings.

After independence, External Affairs and Commonwealth Rela-
tions Department was re-designated as Ministry of External Affairs
and Commonwealth Relations with effect from 29 August 1947. A
separate Pakistan Branch was as well created in the Commonwealth
Relations Wing of the Ministry to deal with various issues affecting
Indo-Pak relations, viz. Inter-Dominion Conferences and agreements
between India and Pakistan, Sylhet-Karimganj Boundary Commission,
boundary disputes and border incidents, restoration of confiscated
arms and ammunitions, exchange of prisoners under the agreement
policy, release and transfer of Government employees opting for India
and Pakistan, recovery of abducted women, military intelligence re-
ports, customs duty on goods in transit between India and Pakistan,
press matters, preservation of religious monuments and shrines, books,
etc. in the two Dominions, legal matters like extradition of criminals,
service of summons and processes, civil suits filed in India aqd
Pakistan, insurance companies and banks, communal disturbances in
India or Pakistan, enquiries regarding whereabouts of persons iIn
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India and Pakistan, requests for compensation, etc. for property lost
in India or Pakistan, visit of Indian nationals to Pakistan for busines
and other purposes, etc.

From 1947 onwards India established diplomatic relations with
many countries, and this further increased the multifarious activities
of the Foreign Department. Consequently, a few new Divisions were
set up in the Ministry to cope with this additional work. A separate
Economic Division was created in the Ministry in 1947 to deal with
all economic issues effecting foreign policy of India. It functioned
for three vears only and was abolished in 1950. In June 1948, ‘exter-
nal publicity work’ hitherto performed by the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, was transferred to the Ministry of External Affairs
for its effective coordination with foreign policy. A new Division
called the External Publicity Division was thus created in the Ministry
and was given the task of directing India’s foreign publicity effort,
dissemination of publicity material and all briefings at New Delhi.
This Division maintained close co-ordination with other concerned
Ministries of the Government of India, particularly with the External
Services Division of All India Radio, and the Press Information
Bureau.

On 16 March 1949 the Ministry of External Affairs and Com-
monwealth Relations was re-designated as the Ministry of External
Affairs. Consequently, the External Affairs, and the Commonwealth
Relations Wings, which were functioning separately, were merged
together. In course of time, new Division/Offices were created with
in the Ministry to deal with various aspects of foreign relations. On
18 March 1949 a Historical Division was established to : (i) prepare
background history of current events, (ii) provide fresh material for
framing future policies, and (iii) compile analytical papers on inter-
national affairs as a part of its normal task of historical research. In
May 1954 a Foreign Service Inspectorate was set up to achieve greater
efficiency and economy in the working of Indian Missions abroad.
This office carried out on-the-spot investigations into Indian offices
established abroad, and made recommendations in respect of allow-
ances, amenities and general administrative matters. Then in 1957,
a Legal Treaties Division was set yp to tender advice on all matters
involving international law.

Thus by 1960, main functions of thc Ministry of External Affairs
were to deal with subjects like foreign affairs, diplomatic and consu-
lar representation, India’s representation at the United Nations and
international conferences, treaties and agreements with foreign coun-
tries, external publicity, foreign jurisdiction and extradition, adminis-
tration of North-East Frontier Agency and Naga Hills-Tuensang Area,
matters relating to former French and Portuguese possessions in India,
and administration of Acts/Rules like : (i) Protection of Pilgrims Act
of 1887 (Bombay), (ii) Protection of the Mohammadan Pilgrims Act
of 1896 (Bengal), (iii) Indian Emigration Act of 1922, (iv) the Indian
Merchant Shipping Act of 1923 (v) Port Haj Committee Tct of 1932
(vi) Indian Pilgrim Shipping Rules of 1933, and (vii) Reciprocity Act
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of 1943, Thc work in the Ministry, at this stage, was divided inte
fourteen Divisions. Seven of these divisions were the territorial divi-
sions, cac'b dealing exclusively with India’s relations with a number
of countries grouped together on geographical or territorial basis.
Five of the divisions were the ‘Specialist’ Divisions dealing with proto-
col and consular matters, passport and emigration; external publicity,
historical and legal treaties, and United Nations and conferences. The
remaining two divisions looked after the housekeeping jobs such as
administration, establishment, finance, budget, etc.

Political Department, (1937-1947) States Department/Ministry of
States, (1947-1955)

Beginning of the Political Department may be traced back to 1
January 1914, when Foreign Department was designated as Foreign
and Political Department with two distinct divisions, viz, Political
Division, and Foreign Division. At that time a new post of Political
Secretary was also created, who was to take over the charge of the
Political Division dealing with relations of the Government of India
with the princely states of India. Administrative control of the para-
mount power over these States during the British period particulady
from 1813 onwards was exercised by the Governor-General through
his Agents or Political Officers, who mostly resided in the states. In
the case of larger states, Residents were posted to supervise and
advise rules of the states in their day-to-day business. States were
grouped together into Agencies and placed under the charge of an
Agent, who was assisted by Local Residents or Political Officers.
Thes= officials, whether Residents, Agents or Political Officers, main-
rendered their advice and assistance whenever required.'® There were
still certain smaller states where neither Residents nor Agents/Politi-
cal Officers were posted. The administration of these states was
carried out under the direct supervision of the Governors of the
neighbouring provinces.

The administrative set up between Government and the Indian
princely states underwent a significant change following Montagu
Declaration made in the House of Commons on 20 August 1917,
which aimed at ‘progressive realisation of responsible Government in
India’. Subsequently in 1918, the Montagu-Chemsford Report recom-
mended that all important states as a general principle, should be

16. Records created in the offices of the Residents or Political Agents are
commonly known as Residency Political Agency Records. After the lapse
of paramountcy in 1947, records of the Residencies/political Agencies
were sorted out. A substantial bulk of these was transferred to Common-
wealth Relations Office, London, and are presently in the custody of India
Office Library and Records London. Of the remaining records, many
papers were destroyed, some were sent to the concerned Indian State

Gfo;eléqments, while some have been preserved in the National Archives
of India.

Residency /Political Agency Records in the National Archives of India
are presently being surveyed and listed, and a clear picture will emerge
only after this work has been completed. The information provided in
the following pages of inventory portion in respect of Residency Records
is, therefore, variable.




82

placed in direct political relation with the Government of India; :Thcg»e
recommendations were implemented gradually and the position in
early 1930s was as follows :

1. All States in the Punjab, except the Simla Hill States and
three minor States in the plains were combined in a “Pun-
jab States Agency” under an Agent 0 the Governor-
General.

2. The Kathiawar, the Kutch, and the Palanpur Agencies,
which werc formerly dealt with by Agents of the Governor
of Bombay were combined into a “Western India Agency”
under an Agent to the Governor-General.

3. All States in the Madras Presidency were grouped into
“Madras States Agency” under an Agent to the Governor-
General.

4. The Resident in Gwalior was released from the subordina-
tion of the Agent to the Governor-General in Central India,

and placed in direct touch with the Government of
India,

5. In some States in Rajputana (Bikaner, Sirohi and Alwar),
the intermediary Political Officers were eliminated, and

these States were placed in direct relations with the Agent:
to the Governor-General.

Aitcr passing of the Government of India Act in 1935 the para-
mountcy power over the Indian States was taken away from the
Governor-General and the Government of India. It was then placed
directly under the “Crown Representative”, who was a legal entity
whoily distinct from the Governor-General and Government of
India. However, both the offices of the Crown Representative and
the Governor-General were vested in the same person, and the desi-
gnation of the Governor-General was consequently changed to
‘Governor-General and Crown Representative’.  As Governor-Gene-
ral, he was to administer the British Indian Provinces, and as Crown

Representative, he was to control and oversee the affairs of the
princely states of India.

With effect from 1 April 1937, the Foreign and Political Depart-
ment was split up into two distinct Departments, viz. External Affairs
Department, and Political Department. The External Affairs Depart-
ment tcck up all matters previously administered by the Foreign
Secretary, while the Political Department took over the work con-
nected with the exercise of functions of the Crown in its relation with
the princely states of India. Some of the important items of
work of the Political Department included : political matters relat-
ing to the Indian States; births, deaths, marriages in the families of
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ruling princes and chiefs; adoptions, successions, abdication, deposi-
tions, installations, and investitures of ruling princes and chiefs; re-
strictions on ruling powers, relations of Durbars with their respective
Jugirdars and feudatories; periodical reports of political events in

Indian States; finance of Indian States; famine and floods in Indian
States; political and communal agitations and disturbances in Indian
States; protection to Indian States from political and press
agitations; boundary disputes between Indian States; Indian States
Forces - all questions (excluding leave, pensions and appointments of
militacy officers); acquisition of property in British India by ruling
princes, chiefs and notables; survey operations in Indian States; customs
cases connected with the Inland States and Maritime States; excise
cases relating to matches, sugar, kerosene and petrol; extradition to
and from Indian States; and deportations and repatriation of Indian
States subjects.

The provincial part of the Government of India Act, 1935 was
introduced in the provinces with effect from 1 April 1937. But the
federal part of the Act, which contemplated federation of India com-
prising thc provinces and a certain number of States, was not imple-
mented.” The Federation Branch, which had been created in
1935 under Foreign and Political Department, was therefore, abolish-
ed in 1941.

With the decision of the British Government to withdraw from the
country and its announcement of the lapse of paramountcy over the
Indian States, The Political Department rapidly recalled its agents,
whe were accredited to various princely states, and thus was started
the winding-up process of the Department. In order to fill up the
anticipated vacuum the Interim Government of India set up a separate
States Department with effect from S July 1947 to conduct its rela-
tions with the princely states of India in matters of common interest.

The States Department, which had come into existence on §
July 1947, was put under the charge of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
a member of the Governor-General’s Executive Council in the Interim
Government.® From 5 July 1947, this Department worked side
by side with the Political Department till the latter was abolished on
15 August 1947. A few days later on 29 August 1947, the States
Department became Ministry of States.

Princely states of India had been given just before Independence
the option to join either of the two Dominions, India or Pakistan,
according to their geographical position. The foremost task of the
States Department was thus to deal with issues concerned with acces-
sion of Indian States to the Indian Dominion, and put them into

17. Barlier in 1936, a Special Representative of the Viceroy to the Indian
States had been appointed to negotiate with the Princely Rulers for work-
ing out feasibility of the Federation.

18. Later on, Sardar Patel became the first Deputy Prime Minister in the
Central Cabinet in free India.

9—966 Dtec of Archives/91
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the constitutional structure of India. In this connection, negotiations
were held with the princely Indian states and by 15 August 1947,
most of the States which were geographically contiguous to India,
signed the Instrument of Accession and the Standstill Agreement.
The second task that confronted the Ministry of States was proper
integration of the states who signed the Instrument of Accession.
This task was achieved through three different processes depending
upon the size, geography or other factors relating to each State or
group of States.  The first was the merger of states with their neigh-
bouring provinces, as in the case of states in Orissa and Central
Provinces. The second was the integration of the territories of
States to create new viable union of States, such as Saurashtra Union
on 22 May 1948. Rajasthan Union on 31 May 1948, Madhya Bharat
Union on 19 July 1948, Vindhya Pradesh Union on 20 July 1948,
Patiala and East Punjab States Union (PEPSU) on 7 August 1948,
Matsya Union on 7 October 1948, and Travancore Cochin Union on
1 July 1949. The third process involved the areas, which for
administrative, strategic, or other specified reasons, were taken over
by the Ministry of States as Chief Commissioners’ Provinces, viz.
Himachal Pradesh, (comprising Indian States of Mandi, Chamba, Sir-
mur, Suket and other Simla Hill States, except Bilaspur) on 15 April
1948, Kutch on 1 June 1948, and Bilaspur on 12 October 1948,
Manipur on 14 October 1949, and Tripura in October 1949.

During the process of accession and integration of the Indian
States, the position of Hyderabad, and Jammu and Kashmir States pos-
ed some complicated problems and to deal with these matters two
branches were created in the Ministry of States in 1947 and 1948
respectively. These were : Hyderabad and Kashmir Branches, Fur-
ther on 22 October 1948, Government of India appointed the
Indian States Finances Enquiry Committee to report on the desir-
ability and feasibility of integrating the fiscal system of the states with
that of the Central Government.

~ With the lapse of British paramountcy over the Princely States on
15 August 1947, the Resident and Political Agents accredited to
various Princely States were recalled by the Ministry of States and
new officers were appointed in their place. = To complete residuary
work and to wind up these offices, Officers on Special Duty were
appointed in the following Residencies and Agencies : Mysore Resi-
dency, Kolhapur Residency, Travancore and Cochin Residency,
Hyderabad Residency, Gwalior Residency, Kashmir Residency,
Rajputana Residency, Cen'ral India Residency, Madras States Agency,
Eastern States Agency, Bundelkhund Agency, and Deccan States
States Agency, and Western India and Gujarat States Agencv. Rajkot.
Besides, one Regional Commissioner for each of the seven States Re-
gions was also appointed. These States Regions were : Western India
and Gujarat Sta'es Region, Rajputana States Region, Central India

19. Notable among the few exception that did not sign the Instrun-lent' of
Accession before 15 August 1947 were the Junagadh, Mongrol and
Manavadar in Kathiawar, Hyderabad, and Kashmir.
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States Region, Bundelkhund States Region, East Punjab States Region,
Kclhapur and Deccan States Region, and Eastern States Region. The
Regioual Commissioners were to act as Liaison Officers betwcen the
Central Government and the States, and otassist the States in various
ways to sort out issues that arose out of implemention of the Standstill
Agreements and other relevant arrangements. Subsequently, with the
formation of Saurashtra Union, Rajasthan Union, Madhya Bharat
Union, Vindhya Pradesh Union, and Patiala and East Punjab States
Union in 1948, the Regional Commissioners were designatcd as Re-
gional Commissioners and Advisers. In 1952, the Regional Com-
mussioner and Advisers were re-designated as State Counsellors.

In 1950, the erstwhile British Indian Provinces, States and the
Chief Commissioners’ Provinces were formed into four catagories of
States, viz. Part A, B, C and D. Part A States consisted of formerly
British Indian Provinces including some former Princely States of
India merged with these provinces viz. Assam, Bihar, Bombay,
Madhya Pradesh, Madras, Orissa, Punjab, United Provinces and West
Bengal came under this category.® Part B States consisted of for-
mer Indian States or Union of States and included Hyderabad, Jammu
and Kashmir, Madhya Bharat, Mysore, Patiala and East Punjab States
Union, Rajasthan, Saurashtra, Travancore, Cochin and Vindhya
Pradesh. Part C States consisted of the areas under the Chief Com-
missioners’ administration and included Ajmer, Bhopal, Bilaspur,
Cooch-Behar, Coorg, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, Kutch, Manipur and
Tripura.  Part D States consisted of the formerly Chief Cgommis-
sioner’s province of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  Of these, matters
relating to Part ‘A’ States were the concern of their respective State
Governments, while those of Part ‘D’ States as also of Ajmer, Coorg
and Delhi (Part C States) were placed under the administrative control
of Mirisiry of Home Affairs.  Matters relating to the remaining
States, i.e. all Part B, and Part C States excepting Ajmer, Coorg. and
Delhi, were the concern of the Ministry of States.

After the integration of the Indian States with the Union of India,
the Ministry of States was merged with the Ministry of Home Affairs
on 10 January 1955. Henceforth, administrative, financial and econo-
mic problems of Part B States, matters relating to Part C States of
Bhopal, Himachal Pradesh, Vindhya Pradesh, Kutch, Manipur and
Tripura, and matters arising out of the instruments of merger, and
covenants entered between the Government of India and the rulers of
the former princely states, became the responsibility of the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

20. 1A91]5d3hra Pradesh, (another part ‘A’ State), was formed on 14 September,



56
GROWTH OF THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Council at Fort William
(1748)

Secret CommitteeySelect Committee
(1756) !

Council at Fort William
(1762) ,

Secret Department
(1764)

Foreign Department
(1843) '

Foreign and Political Department

(1914) '
| - s
Eaternal Political
Affaice Department
Dopurimout (1937)
(1937)
ludians
Ovorsous
Dopurtmont
(1941)
Cununvawealih
g:lauiuu
artuwnil
(1544)
L
Deba.rtment of External States Department
Affairs and Commonwealth (1947)
Relations
(194I7)
Ministry of External Ministry of States
Affairs and Commonwealth (1947)
Relations (Merged with
(1947) Ministry of Home
Affairs in 1955)
Ministry of External
Affairs

(1949)



87

RECORDS AVAILABLE IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
OF INDIA

A. Secret/Select Committee,Secret;Foreign Department 1756—1913
B. Foreign and Political Department . . . . 1914—1937
C. External Affairs Department S 1937—1947
D. Department/Ministry of External Affairs and

Commonwealth Relations S 1947—1949
E. Ministry of External Affairs Ce 1949—1960
F. Indians Overseas Department e 1941—1944
G. Commonwealth Relations Department . . . 1944—1946
H. (a) Political Department . . . . . . . 1936—1947

(b) Residencies/Political Agencies C . 1759—1947
I. (a) States Department/Ministry of States A%

(b) Regional Commissioners etc. . 1947 —1955

J. Other Groups

Separate Apnual/Consolidated Indices of all the above groups
are available, except for those of Other Groups and Regioual Com-
missioners.  Indices/File Registers, etc. are also available for few
record series under Residencies/Political Agencies.

S1. Description Inclusive Bulk
No. Years — As ‘
Bundles  Volumes
1 2 3 4
® (i)

A. SECRET/SELECT COMMITTEE/
SECRET/FOREIGN DEPARTMENT,
1756-1913

I. Pre-1859 Records

(a) Secret/Select Committee

i. Body Sheet . . . . . 1770 1 —
ii. Consultation . . . . 17561762 1 30
1765—1774
iii. Despatches from Court of Directors  1756—1771 —_ 2
iv. Letters Issued* . . . . 1765—1768 —_ 3
" v. Letters Received* . . . 1TM=—-1772 —_— 1
(b) Names of the Department|Branch
1. Foreign
i. Consultation/Proceedings . 1783—1842 129 69
ii. = Despatches to Court of Directors . 1784—1825 — 14
iii. Despatches from Court of Directors 1792—1827 - 3

*These are copies of Letters received and issued by Select Committee from
various places in India.
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. 2 3 4
(i) (i)
iv.  Diaries
(a) Letters Issued* 1784—1859 — 57
(b) Letters Received* 1818—1859 — 59
2. Political
i. Body Sheet 1790—1828 11 —
il Consultation . . 1790—1859 2697 1704
iin,  Consultation, Governor General’s
(Ovtacamund) . . 1834 12 8
iv. Despatches to Court of Directors/
Secretary of State for India . 1789—1859 68 164
v. Index and Contents of Letters to
Court of Directors . 1829—1833 —_ 3
vi. Governor General’s Letters to Court
of Directors/Secretary of State for
India . . . . 1810—1859; 6 —_—
vii.  Governor-General’s Letters to Court
of Directors (Ootacamund) 1834—1855 — 4
viii. Despatches from Court of Directors/
Secretary of State for India 1785—1859%* 25 83
ix, . Index and Abstracts of Letters from
Court of Directors . 1824—1839 —_ 2
X. Register of Letters from Court of
Directors and Secretary of State for
India . . . . . 1843 —186]1*** — 2
3. Secrer
i. Body Sheet 1765—1859 31 10
il. Consultation . . . 1763—1859 1103 802
ili. Consultation, Governor-General’s
(Ootacamund) . . 1834 1 1
iv. Abstracts of Despatches to Court
of Dnrectors/Secretary of State for
India . 1831—1859 13 1
V. Abstracts of Governor-General’s
Letters to Court of Directors 1842—1859 4 —_
vi. Despatches to Court of Directors/
Secretary of State for India 1764—1859 26 99
vii. Governor General’s Letters to
' Court of Dnrectors/Secretary of
State for India . . 1811 -1859 14 —_
viii. Governor-General’s Letters to Court
of Directors (Ootacamund) 1834—1855 — 3
*These volumes contain abstracts of Letters of Foreign, Secret, Political

Branches.

**The volume (1785-1796) also include Despatches of “Public” Department
for the year 178S.

***These also include a few entries for the years 1859-1861.
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2 3 4
0] (ii)
ix. Despatches from Court of Dmctors/
Secretary of State for India 1778—1859 27 21
x.  Draft letters to Secret Committes of
Court of Directors . 1806—1820 — 7
xi. Letters to Secretary, India House . 1844—1859 — 1
4. Secret and Separate
i Body Sheet . . . . . 1773—1811 3 —_
ji.  Consultation . . 1761—1811 43 42
iii. Despatches to Court of Dnroctors . 1789—1810 — 3
S. Secret Department of Inspection Reform
i Body Sheet . . . . . 1770—-1787 —
ii.  Consultation . . 1770—-1787 3 2
iii. Copies of letters from Socretary
Fort William to other Departments 17821786 —_ 1
11. Post-1859 Records
(a) Foreign Consultations/Proceedings* . 1860—1861 57 62
(b) Name of the Branch
1. Cypher . . . . . . 1908—1913 S —
2. Electric Telegraph . . . . 1867—1870 7 —
3. Establishment . . . . . 1908—1913 15§ —_
4. External** . . . . . . 18821913 511 -—
S. Finance . . . . . . 1861—1884 98 —_
6. Frontier** . . . . . . 1884—1913 319 —
7. General** . . . . . . 1861—1913 675 —
8. Internal** . . . . . . 1883—1913 1042 -—_
9, Internal (Coronation Darbar) . . 1912—1913 18 —_—
10. Judicial . . . . . . 1861—1884 84 —
11. Military . . . . . . 1861—1884 22 —_
12. Political . . . . . . 1861—1884 991 —_
13. Revenue . . . . . . 1861—1884 112 —_—
14. Revenue-Irrigation . . . . 1868—1884 7 —_
15. Secret . . . . . . 1871—1883 231 —_
16. Secret (Home). . . . . . 1868—1871 10 —
17. Secret (India) .. ... 1869—1871 12 —
18. Secret (Miscellaneous) - . . . 1870—1871 2 —
19. Secret (Supplementary) - . . . 1878—1881 66 —

*The term ‘Consultations’ continued to be used in the Foretgn Deparlment
till March 1860, after which it was replaced by the term ‘Proceedings’.

- **Besides A, B and Secret Proceedings, these Branches had Confidential

Proceedmgs The Confidential Proceedings are not included in Foreign
Department Indices, but a subject list of these Proceedings is available.
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(¢) Despatches*
1. To Secretary of State for India 1860—1909 146 121
2. From Secretary of State for India 1860—1901 13 20

B. FOREIGN AND POLITICAL DEPARTMENT

1914-1937
Name of the Branch
1. Accounts 1924—1936 153 —
2. Aitchison Treaties 1933 5 —
3. Central Cypher 1914—1936 26 —
4. Earthquake 1935—1936 7 —
5. Establishment 1914—1936 435 —
6. External** 19141936 216 —
7. Federation 1935—1936 28 —
8. Foreign Office 1925—1936 35 —_
9. Frontier** 1914—1936 188 —_
10. General** 1914—1936 232 —_
11. Honours 1923—1936 113 —_
12. Internel** 1914—1936 417 -
13. Internal (Coronation Darbar) . 1914 4 —
14, Mid-Asia 1923—1924 25 —
15. Near East 1925—1936 156 —_
16. Political 1922—1936 97 —_—
17. Reforms 1920—1922 50 —_
1928—1934)
18. Secret Reforms 1920—1922 4 —
19. Special . . 1930—1931 10 —_
20. Special Bureau of Information 1917—1923 2 —

"

*This includes both Secret and Non-Secret Despatches. The Non-Secret
Despatches are mixed and relate to different Branches of the Foreign
Department. Besides, Selections from Despatches addressed to the Several
Governments in India by the Secretary of State in Council, 1859-1931,
published for /by Her Majesty’s Stationery Office (HMSO) London, are
also available, Bach of these volumes contains a selection of Secretary of
State for India’s despatches under different departments namely : Finance,
Military, Political, Public Works Department, Public, Revenue, etc. and
are addressed to various Governments in India, viz. Bengal, Madras and
Punjab, etc.

*Besides, A, B and Secret Proceedings, these Branches had Confidential
Proceedings. The Confidential Proceedings are not included in Foreign and
Poll_;u;;all Department Indices, but a subject list of these Proceedings is
available.
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e e e .

| 2 3 4
@) (i)
21, Secret War . . . . . 1914—1920 , 156 —
22. Special Representutives 11 . . . 1936—1937 5 —
23. Toshakhena . . . . . 1925—1936 1 —
C. EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
1937-1947

Name of the Branch

1. Accounts . . . . . . 19371946 34 -—

2. Administration . . . . . 1946 1 —

3. Atteche . . . . . 1939 1 -—

4. Baluchistiun and Persiin Gulf . . 1946 2 —

5. Cash . . . . . . 1938—1944 7 —

6. Central Asian . . . . . 1944—1946 13 —

7. Central Cypher . . . . 1937—1939 1 —

8. Coordination and Conference . . . 1946 8 —

9. Earthquake . . . . . 1937 1 -—
10. Establishment . . . . . 1937—1946 25 —
11, External . . . . . . 19371946 95 —
12. External Publicity* . . . . 19431946 7 —
13. Far East and America . . . . 1946 9 —
14. Far Eastern . . . . . 19441946 14 -—
15. Foreign Office . . . . . 19371946 15 -
16. Frontier . . . . . . 1937—1945 112 -—
17. General . . . . . . 1937—1946 68 -
18. Hospitality and Funds - . . . 1944—1946 1 —_
19. Honours . . . . . 1937—1939 2 —
20. Middle East . . . . . 19441946 9 —
21. Near East . . . . . 19371944 65 —
22. North-East Frontier . . . . 1941—1946 9 —_—
23. North-West Frontier and Afganistan . 1946 5 -—
24, Passport . . . . . . 1946 2 2
25. Post-War Reconstruction . . . 19441946 9 —
26. Protocol . . . . . 1946 2 —
27. Purchase 11 . . . . . 1942—1946 1 —
28. Secret War . . . . . 1939—1946 78 —
29. Special . . . . . . 1945 1 —
30. Stores . . . . . . 1937—1940 1 -—
31. Toshakhana . . . . . 1937—1946 2 —
32. War Propaganda . . . . 1941 2

*Besides being dealt in External Affairs Department, the work of External
Publicity was also being looked by Department/Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting from 1943—1948 and the bulk shown herc mostly belong
to that Department.

10—966 Dtc. of Archives/91
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1 2 3 4
.(i_) (i)
D. DEPARTMENT/MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND
COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS
1947-1949

(a) Commonwealth Relations Wing

Name of the Branch

1. Emigration 1947—1949 2 —_
2. Evacuation e e . 199 1 —
3. Evacuecs’ Repatriation . . . . 19471948 1 -
‘4. Haj . . . . . . 1947—1948 3 —
5. Overseas I . . . . . . 1947—1949 8 —
6. Overseas IT . . . . . 1947—1949 11 -
7. Overseas III . . . . . 19471949 4 —
8. Overseas IV . . . . . 1947—1949 4 —
9. Overseas V . . . . . 19471949 2 —
10. Pakistan . . . . . . 19471948 11 —
11, Pakistan I . . . . . 1948 5 —_
12. Partition . . . . . . 19471948 3 —
13. Political Evacuation . . . . 1948—1949 1 —

(b) External Affairs Wing

Name of the Branch
1. Accounts . . . . . 19471948 —
2. Administration . . . . . 19471948 —
3. Arab World and Turkey . . . 1947—1949 —_
4, Baluchistan and Persian Gulf . . . 1947 —_
5. Burma and Ceylon-I . . . 1947—1949 —_—
6. Central Asia . . . . . 1947—1949 —_—
7. Ceylon and Abducted Pcrsons . . . 1948 —
8, Communication and Security . . 1947—1949 —
9. Coordination and Conference . . 1947

10. Consular . . . . . 1947—1948 —

11. Economic Affairs . . . . . 1947—1948
12, Establishment . . . . . 1947—-1948
13. Establishment I . . . . . 19471948
14, Establishment IT . . . . . 19471948

R N N o o e e e ek e e 00 W e 00 W W

15. Establishment T1I . 1947—1949 —_—
16. Europe . 1947—1949 —
17. External . 1947—1948 —
18. External Publicity . 1947—1948 —
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19. Far East and America - . . . 1947—1949
20. Foreign Service Personnel . . . 19471948
21. General . . . . . . 19471948
22. Iran and Afghanistan . . . . 19471948
23. Middle East . . . . . 1947—1949
24. North-East Frontier . . . 1947—1949
25. North-West Frontier and Afghamsum . 1947

26. Passport . . . . . . 1947

27. Passport and Visa 1 . . . . 19471948
28. Passport and Visa IT . . . . 1947—1948

29. Protocol . . . . . . 19471948
30. Purchase II . . . . . 1947—1949
31. Research and Intelligence . . . 1947—1949
32. United Kingdom . . . . . 1948

33, United Nations 1 . . . . . 1947—1949
34, United Nations II . . . . 19471949
F. MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

1949-1960

Name of the Branch

1. Abducted Persons . . . . 1955

2. Accounts . . . . . 1949—1954

3. Administration I . . . . . 19491954

4, Administration II . . . . 19491954
5. Administration III . . . . 19491954
6. Africa . . . . . . 1949

7. Africa I . . . . . . 1949—1954
8. Africa 1I . . . . . 19491957
9. Air Flights . . . . . 19551956
10. America . . . . . 19491955

11. Arab World and Turkey 1 . . . 1949

12. Arab World and Turkey IT . . . 1949

13. Arab World and Turkey (Haj) . . 1950

14. Arab World and Turkey .. . 1950—1955
15. Audit . . . . . . 1954

16. Bengal . . . . o . 19521954
17. Bengal and Account .. .. 1954
18. Burma and Ceylon I . . . . 1949

19. Burmaand CeylonIl . . . . 1949

20, Burma 1 . . . . . . 1949—1950

,J_u_.\o_‘_,#ml—ﬁ\"-‘“”u'ﬁ'—

b

[ ]



64

1 2 3

@)
21. Burma II . . . . . . 1949—1950 1
22, Burma and Ceylon . . . . 19511955 1
23. Cash . . . . . . 1949 1
24, Ceatral Passport Organisation . . 1954 1
25. Ceylon and Abducted Persons . 19491959 3
26. China, Japan and Korea . 1949—1950 7
27. China, Japan and Korea 1 . . . 1951—1954 2
28. Communication and Security . . 1951—1953 1
29. Consular . . . . . . 19491955 1
30. Consular I . . . . . 1957 1
31. Consular (W.I) . . . . . 1953—1954 1
32. Consular 11 (W. II) . . . 1953—1954 1
33. Central Pubdlicity . . . . 19541956 1
34, East Asia . . . . . . 1960 1
35. Economic Affairs . . . . . 19491950 8
36. Emigration . . . . . 1951—1955§ 4
37. Establishment I . . . . 19491955 7
38. Establishment 11 . . . . . 19491954 s
39. Establishment 11I . . . . 1950—1957 4
40. Establishment 1V . . . . . 19491953 1
41. Eurvpe 1 . . . . . . 19491954 7
42, Europe 11 . . . . . 1949—1954 8
43, Europe . . . . . . 1949—1957 1
44, External (Manuscript) . . . 19531954 1
45. External Publicity (Administration) . . 19521954 1
46. External Publicity (Publicity) _ . . . 19491950 2
47. External Services . . . . 19491954 3
48. Far East and America . . . 1955 1
49. Finance General . . . . 1954—1955 1
50, Foreign Service Instructions . . 1951—1952 1
51. Foreign Service Personnel . . . 1949—1954 10
52. General . . . . . . 19491954 10
53. Goa and Pondicherry . . . 19541955 1
54. Hospitality and Funds . . . . 19551957 1
5S. Indo-China . . . . 1955—1956 1
56. Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand 19491951 7
57. Indian Foreign Service . . 1955—1956 1
58. Iran and Afganistan . . 19491956 9
§9. Kashmir . . . . . . 1951—1956 3
60. Malaya . . . . 1949—1951 1
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@ dn
61. North-East Frontier (N) . . . 19521956  } —
62. Pakistan I . . . . . 19491957 S -—
63. Pakistan Il . . . . . 19491959 6 —
64. Pakistan ITI . . . . . 19491954 | —_—
6S. Pakistan (Agreoments) . . . 1949 1 -—
66. Passport and Visa | . . . . 1949—1954 4 -
67. Passport and Visa Il . . . . 19491954 2 -—
68. Protocol . . . . . . 1949 3 —
69. Protocol I . . . . . 19491955 6 —_—
70. Protocol 111 . . . . . 19551957 1 -—
71. Purchase II . . . . . 1949—195S 1 -
72. Research and Intelligence . . . 1949 9 —_—
73. Siam, Indo-China and Malaya . . 1949 1 —_—
74. South-East Asia . . . . 1953—1954 1 -_—
75. Transport . . . . . . 1955—1960 2 —_—
76. United Kingdom . . . . . 19491957 S -
77. United Nations I . . . . 1950-1954 13 —_
78. United Nations 11 . . . . 19491955 ) —_
79. West Asia and North Africa . . . 1955—1957 2 -—
F. INDIANS OVERSEAS DEPARTMENT
1941-1944

Name of the Branch

1. Haj and General . . . .« 19421943 1 -

2, Overseas® . . . . . . 19411943 12 —_—
G. COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

1944-1946

Name of the Branch

1. Emigration . . . . . 19441945 1 -—

2. Evacuees Repatriation . . . 1946 3 -_

3. Evacuation I . . . . . 19441946 3 -—

4. Evacuation II . . . . . 1945 1 —_

S. Haj . . . . . . 19441946 2 —

6. Political Evacuation®® . . . 19441946 3 —

*Besides, few records of Evacuation I and Evacuation II Sections (1942-
1944) of the Indian Overseas Department are also available and these are
retained and indexed alongwith the records of Overseas Section.

**Political Evacuation Branch was originally created in Home Department
in 1941 and it continued in that Department till 1943, whea it was trane-
ferred to Indians Overseas De; ent (re-named as Commoawealth Rela-
tions Department with effect from 30 March, 1944). Records of Political

-Evacuation Branch (1941—1943), though created in Home Department,
are kept with records of the Commonwealth Relations Department.
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1 2 3 4
() (ii)
7. Overseas I 19441945 9 —
8. Overseas 11 . . . 19451946 8 —
H. (a) POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
1937-1947
Name of the Branch
1. Accounts . . . 1938—1946 5 —
2. Crown Office . 1937—1946 5 —
3. Establishment . . . 1937—1946 4 —
4. Federation . . . 19391944 36 —
5. Federation I . . . 19371938 7 —
6. Federation 1I . . . 19371938 15 —
7. General . . . . . 1937—1946 15 —
8. Internal ‘A’ . . 19371946 29 —
9. Internal ‘B’ . . . . 1937—1946 36 —
10. Internal ‘C’ . . . . 1944—1946 4 —
11. Internal D’ . . . 1945—1946 1 —
12. Internal ‘E’ . . . . 1946 5 —
13. Political . . . . . 19371946 68 —
14. Reforms . . . . . 1946—1947 4 —
15. Special Representatives I . . . 1937 1 —
16. Special Representatives 11 . . . 1937 1 —
17. War . . . . . 1939—1945 21 —_
(b) RESIDENCIES/POLITICAL AGENCIES
1 Central India State Agencies/Residencies
i.  Baghelkhand Political Ageacy
Accounts Branch . . 1924—1925 1 —
Boundry . . . 1834—1931 11 —
‘A’ Branch . . 1931—1932 8 —
‘C’ Branch . . . 1931—1932 2 —
Census . . 1901—1930 1 —
English Files . 1829—1930 248 —
Excise . 1916—1924 4 —
Famine . . 1895—1907 5 —_
Judicial Branch . . 19241925 1 —_—
Rewa Vernacular . 1816—1899 3 —_—
‘Vernacular Files 1805—1916 - 122 —_
Vernacular Volumes . — — 1462
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2 3
o () (i)
li. Bbopal Political Agency
Accounts and Finance . 19311947 31 —
Boundzry Settlement . 1802—1904 121 —
Criminal and Civil Suits . 19211947 3 —
Excise Branch . . . 1940—1947 3 —
Gazettes . . . . 19441946 2 —
General Branch . . 1830—1930 253 —
Genoeral-D . . . . 1930—1938 8 —
Judicial . . . . 19311947 19 —
Makrai . . . . 1860—1933 8 —
Miscellaneous Volumes . —_ —_ 149
Pay Bills . . . . 1930—1947 2 —_
Political-A . . .